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Annual Report of the Posts and 'Telegraphs 
Department for the year 1926. 

GENKIi,AL. 

I(EYEN1}I~ Axn EXl'ENDITURI£. 

l respit« tile c-oal strike in England with its consequent effect 
011 the gelleral tl',lIle of Nigel']a the services of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Depar-tment, during H):W have not only been maintained 
but ill sonic instances show incrcaxcs OYCl' HI2;). The net revenue 
is £G,8:')2 greater than that of the previous year while the totaJ 
experuli t.u re shows all increase of lH,H90. 

'I'he Depai-tuu-n t xustaincd a very serio us loss in the early 
months of the year bv the enforced re tirement, owing to Iarniiy 
reasons, of 2\11'. H. 1\1, Wooll(>y, the Postmastor-Gene ral. 1\11'. \\'oollcy 
carne to Niger-ia as tile A'~sjNtal1t Post.muster-General, Norther;} 
Nigerin, ill April] nOG, lwC'allle Postuiastcr-Gener-al of the N orthern 
Protectorate ill Oc-tobe-r UllO and 011 the amulgamut.ion of the 
Nige ela», accepted tile posf of Deputy Poat.mustor-Gonornl under 
1\11', Souu-i-villc. He was appointed POHtmastcl'-GelJcl'ai ill Novem­ 
Del', In20 awl it uury be said, w it.lrou t fear or cont.radicf.ion, that the 
advance of the Dep.u-t.meut both in the scope of its services and in 
efl'leiPIH'Y \\'as lal'gcly due to '\i r. Woolky's unique knOlvledge of 
the COIOllY and its Dceds, and to his intimate acqua intance with tile 
gCIl81'cd pu l.li« and his brothel' oftlcials. 

~ .. 

, Other chaugcs-in the l<:ul'opeall Staff <[ul'illg the year were as 
follow s : - :\J1'. U, 1. Hightoll, Dcpu ty Pust.muster-Gcncral, to be 
Post.rnuatcr-Gcnc rn l (G.4.2(i); Air. A. C. Parkoi-, SUtvC'yC)I', per-rna­ 
ut-nt.ly invalided (27.1220); I\It" S. E. AYel'Y, S('niOl' Accoun tan t, 
t·l'<lllsfel'red to 'I'reusiu Y 2 ;L:W ; ~J 1'. A. .\ I cCoI'm ick, Assistant 
Accouutan t, promoted to be bcniz)l' A ccount au t (2 0.2()); )Jr. \Iv .• T. 
Collison, S(;('oIHjed f'rom the ('Ollqd.I'UU(']· and Accountuut Gencra.l's 
Department, U('J)cl',ll Post Ollico, Loudon, to be all Assistant 
Acc-oun tun t (3.11.:~6); ::\f1'. D. S;WdCl'SOII, Ellgillecl' Proba tionor, 
appointed Assistant Engineer (JO.G.'2()\ ; ~i I'. 1', G. King, Engineer 
Proha.tionru, appointed as As,',;stani, lj~llgilie('!', su peruumernry t.o 
Establishment (lO.l1.:!(j); Mr. :\. Eo Cheal, Foreman, was promoted 
to he all Ins pectoi-, UJ'acle II (1.~J.2(j alld "\11'. \\'. Hawkes, Foreman, 
ret ired (ij.'7.2()); ~ressrs. Perl'_\, and Cln-ist.lo were brouaht out, on 
agreement, as Telegr:-Lph Forrme», thci r appoiutmonts d;1.ting fro 111 
the 20th Scptemher, 1$)20, 

On the 31st December, 1 H2(i, vacancies existed £01' the posts 
of Deputy Poatma stor-Gencral, A ssistant SlIrveyol' (1), Postmaster­ 
Surveyors (2), and an Assistant Accountant 1). As the last three 
posts are amongst those to "which it is proposed to appoint Africans, 
it, may be said that the Jijul'Opeall stan was only two officers short 
of normal Establishment. 

1 
I 

ENGlNEJDH PJWBATIONEW·;. 

The system of recl'uiting men in England as li~llgineer Proba­ 
tioners and giying them all intensive t.raiuing uncle!' the General 
Post Office, the Consult ing l~llgineers and at various engineering 
and rail way workshop» has proved an unqualified success. 

( :\) 
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EUROPEAN ]1'OREMEN AND INSPECTORS. 

Difficulty is still being experienced in filling appointments for 
these Grade" B" posts. 

One officer, Mr. H. H. LOlley, Inspector, has been seconded 
throughout the year as an Assistant Engineer in charge of Railway 
'Telegraphs Oonatruction. 

The health of the European staff has, OIl the whole, been 
good but I have to record with regret the long and painful illness of 
1\11'. G. P. Lewis, Divisional Surveyor, who was absent on sick leave 
from the 10th December, IH25, until the dose of ID26; he has, 1 am 
glad to say, since resumed duty. The retir-ement of Mr. A. C. 
Parker, Sur veyor, whose invaliding can be directly traced to 
serious wounds received in the Great War, is also to be regretted. 

AFIUCAN 8'1'AI<'1<'. 

Two senior appointments only have been filled during the 
past year by the promotion of .\11'. H. A. Paris, Chief Superin­ 
tendent, to be a Postmaster-Bru-veyor (19.8.26) arid ,:\11'. H. C. Pearce, 
Pensioner, re-appointed as a Superintendent (13.12.20). Eight 
senior appointments await rccommcndatiions from the various 
Controlling Officers and it is hoped to fill the majority of these 
vacancies, in the superintending classes, dUl'illg the early part 
of 1 ~)27. 

The African staff position on the ;n st December, 1 H26, was 
as follows:- 

Clerical 
Postmasters, etc. 
Telephonists .. , 
Storekeepers ... 
Engineering (all grades) 
Postmen and Mosscngers ... 

92 /108' ,1 L I 

47;) (G07) 
53 ( 'l)' \ t,_} ,/ 

in ( 1'7) 
577 (58!i) 
177 \ 191) 

Note :---Tlw figures in brackets show t.h" appr\l'-l'<l establ ish mon t for 1(1:'!(j :!7. 

The changes during; the year were:-· 

Retired on pension 

Resigned 

Invalided 

Died 

Appointrnente terminated 
Dismissed 

'I'ran sferred 

Oonvicted 

Appointed from other Depat-Lmcu ts 

4 

35 

5 
IH 

50 
17 

.) 
u 

M ost of the deaths rccor.lcd an' t.hos« of men ('mployed in 
outdoor work, snell as Aasistan t Linemen. l .ndcr "appoiutlllents 
terminated" are includod thirty Telegraph awl Clerical Proba­ 
tioners, who were unable to qualify to}' a ppoiutmeu ts. OH~r 50(;;) or 
the resignations accepted were those of unestablishod officer s, such 
as Messengers, the majority of whom found the life of a Telegraph 
Delivery messenger not to their liking. 



A study of t,1w African RietH ligures bl'iIlgH home tile fact 
\ that the Department is still fat' Irom full strength, and the position 

would he fal' \\·\)r'~.;(' \\'('l'l~ it nut Ior !.II(' [ael t.ha.t. SOIIl(' score OJ' more 
Proba tiouera, over and ahove the uorrual Iiniit.s of such uucs tab­ 
Iishcd appo'int mcnt s. have been tn kr-n on lP coyer existing vacaueies 
in the permauou t l'slahlishmcnL l~vel'Y cHol't is inadc- bo th in the 
Telegraph School and by the DupaJ'hunnt gcncnll1y to train and 
retain all rer-r uit.s but the peret'utage of those who, after a short 
trial, pro ve t.hcmsolvcs unfit.trv] ;01' p('!'m:lllcl\t, appointment is still 
vcty high. Nof ont;y is till' slawlant ul intelligence displayed 
lamcu tabl v low hut the ;2/'llf:ral education, clcmcn tur v as it undoubt- 
edly is, or' such lads 1{'a'~';'N ruur-I: to be desired, ' 

The training in the Tck'p.yaph Mcllool has, t.hroughout the 
year, been in the hands of lVII', G. D. u'ousseau, Telegraph Instructor, 
who has succeeded in tUl'nillg out as eom pctcn t teicgl'aphists 
thirty-seven pupils to til] appoiutmeu ts in the permanent l~stab]ish­ 
ment, 

...\j<'KtCAK Tl';LEGRAl'H M AI]\"rlGNANl'!<~ ~'YJ'AFF. 

The general standard of recruits, even for such posts as those 
of At.;sist,;lut Linomeu, has [wl'n l'ais(~d, wiLh gl'atifying results. 

I~UJLnlXCS. 

New post OmCf~S have been built at Umuahia, Zaria, and 
Undo and permanent buildings are ncm.iug completion at Apapa, 
He, Ede and Irno River. New " 1>n811 " 01JI(:(·8 ha ve been erected at 
Kumba, Bonde, Ahuja, Owo, Damaiitll'U and Pot.iskum. 

Ol<'FIC1(~,. 

New postal telegraph otlices have been opened at Potiskurn 
and Dainn.turu and pos tal agcmeics were opened at Nembe, A gbiam, 
ATgU!\gU, Milcndalll, ZU!'l! :llld {'l!a!lo\\':t. The: oHic('s at, Loko and 
Nafuda and the agellcy ai, t~aIla-Cal!a wore dosed down. 

;\1:\ LLS. 
A considcrn blo ,specdillg up ill the deiiv('l',Y of mails has been 

effected by the liSt' of UlOtUI' tl'ail~:r()J'i between O~;lwgbo and 
Axaba OIl the Bellin and On it shn sc-r vi.-es, hetwecn Enugu and 
Abakaliki in tile Ogoja Pr-oviuce nnc1 Nort.hern Cameroons services, 
and b(~t\vC('n .Jue; :It!(! Hall('lli on the Ibucld and Yuh s('}'ViC:C8. 
Mail despatdH's arc LOW C.'\;dl:lI!gcd hct\\'\,('ll .\j"klll'(ii alld Kad una, 
and ;1 tr'avdling pm;{ (,['1'1"(' !:aH h('l'!l opened Oil tho Baro -Minna 
Zaria scctious and setH'S all the' suwll stations en roule. Stearne]' 
councet ions are now ;j\'ailah:(' i'm' a hi-monthly service 'between 
Lagos and Vict.oria, Calli CJ'!}()ll:-: , 

COlllplaiilt:-: II<lVC 'CII 1'('Ccl\cd Iroru the «ouuuorcial commu- 
nities at Calabar-, Oj io and Pod, Harcourt on the lack of regular 
S(,I'\ ices cOlln(~(,tillg with tllt' 'I0111(;\\'(\l'd 1~~xrH'('SN \l:til Boats from 
Lagos, !<;VCI'." ;tU,'IHI(, Il,'" wh ic.h ma il» (':lll he :t('c'C'I('ratcd haN IH't'11 
explored bu t I am of opinion, that until a l'cgui;!J' branch steamer 
service between the Soutb Coast pods au-l Lagus is established, no 
imprnvorno.n t in present :tl'l'a.ugetl1cnts (,:IU 1)(' cHeded. 

'1'1)(' I)('j'i()t! \I Icklltioll Ior d('li\'('!'_V of pn rc-cls was extended 
hom fourteen to t.wcut v-oue- day;.; and ha s f'lO far not resulted in any 
sor-ious congcation at till' m:lill' dt'Jiycl'Y ofllccs. The popula rity O'f 
till" heayy parcels t.rullu-, i.o. ur ll:tl'ee]s between 11 and 22 lb., 
is shown in tile figures of 11.000 J'cceiv(·(j in the first nino months of 
the year 01' over ltY' of t.lie to tal nun: her received from the United 
Kingdom. rrhe" \n~jght" increase has be on extended to the Gold 
Coast and Sierra Leone. 
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The llarcei ruai l United Kingdom- \Val'l'i, which kft Li ver­ 
I .uol 011 tll(' bt. ~ejlt(,llll)p1 was totally destroye(.I, OWi~,lg:. to a R.re on 
board B.S. ShoHga and the consequent flooding 01 the sb ip at 
~ap('le. 

'I'hr: "gl'enll Iahel " systelll, by whic-h smul] dutiable ilrticl<~8 
may be sent h.Y Iot.tcr post instead of the more cx peuxivo . III their 
(oas('· .. p.u.cels post rate, has proved all immcdiu.to SllC'('('SS and many 
hundreds of letter packets, thus labelled, arc being l'('cl'ived by 
every mail. 

Loss 01" ;\1 A 11,:-;. 

A mail despatebed hom Nafadu to Bauchi on the :~8tb .lanu­ 
ary and yet another' mail on t.ho 20th !1'eln'uaJ'Y, I ~12(), failed to arrive 
at their destination. The l'UI111Cl' in each case was missing and no 
arrests were made. A parcel mail from .Jos to Jhi on thc' :21~;t .Iu ne, 
19:W, was rifled and one parcel was stolen. No a.rr'es ts W<:'IT marlc. 

OflAHLA'J'AN to Con l~I<:SI'()NJ)]LNCE. 

The t.raflic hi the "easy ruonoy " bI18i!l{~:-;s ill pI'()\'idillg 
charms, horoscopes, cure-all medicines, spirit t.r-u m pet.s awl the like, 
is still on the iucrca.so and alt hough the Depar tmenf bas stopped, by 
authority, several hundreds of letters addressed to various 
"quacks" t.h roughout tho world, in-coming mails brins; many 
let.tors, complete with chai-m«, etc., 1'01' t.he dupes of these " mr-d i­ 
cine men"; all snell p lekages, if brollght, to notice, at'e stopped. In 
one division alone ;1:::104. Ius. 11(1. ill money value WHS retlLl'ned to 
sender-s, many of whom an' holding positi()J]s of trust and res­ 
pnns.ibili ty. 

Fur-ther power« are beillg taken with regard it) this traffic by 
whicl: it is hoped to pllt a period to sueh ad·ivit,j('s or. at I('ast, to 
limit, t.lio widening circle of dllpe~. 

!{UIU;LA lI1Es .. 

'I'he olfice ali Mauite (Cameroons] was broken into on the 
lIigh t, uf tho (jth Mu.rch, 1 \12(i, the 1{('Hi Offico was entered on the 
night of the ::31'<1 May, Hl2() and the Oguta Oflice was also broken 
in to after oflicial hours on the -lt.h ,lpl'il, In:2(). 80 fa!' ,tS is at present 
known no artick-s of value, other' Limn Official ,. Bee" docks in 
(',;wh case, 01' of postal c'uITeSpOIl(kl)CC wel'(' t.akou away f'roin auy 
of t.hcse plae('s, N() ar ros ts WC1'C uuulc. The Kefli. Osru ta and 
Mamf« Offices a.ro temporar-y "bush" buildings and jj, has to be 
pointed out that mud and plaster huilding s afford little or no 
protection fen' the many articles of val \1(' r-ouuni t tod to the cha rgc of 
tlhc Depar-tment. 

PllIILH' BUN I Nl<J::"S. 

All increase has, as usual, been recorded in the number and 
.uuouut of postal ordcrs paid, »i: :-- (i,RU; valued at ,£4,10:3. 

The mouey ul'der ~;ystl~lll is nut popular and the total amounts 
issued and paid are beneath those recorded in the neighbour-lug 
Colonies of 8iel'l'a Leone and the Uold Coast. The reasons adduced 
for this unpopular-ity are the exccasive counnission charged and, 
within the Department, the fact of the ad vantages of such a system 
being kept in the background by officers who prefer to sell postal 
or-ders to the public rat.her than to have to issue a money order, 
a sligb tly more complicated process, Both objections are, however, 
easily remedied. 
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Pl'iV(I le lioxe« (1 nil IIaYs,- --Th iN ser-vice is becoming increasingly 
popular and ail new offlccs a 1'(' !lOW HUed with nests of boxes, while 
existing offices a rr> bcing Ii t teJ with c-x t.ra boxes OJ' ue w lix tu ros as 
the llecl'ssit)~- :-u'ises awl «ppor t unity ()li't'l'S, 

Pos!« Hesicuu e. -T'his set-vice is the only medium by which 
the delivcr v of letters is <dYc('ted at Provincial Offices and the 
aH~ra£2:(' number of oi-diuarv Jettcts rcturncd as undelivered dui-ina 
the p<~c,1i foul' Y,'CLl'S is Gl,mO of which all aV(~l'age of 31,~)80 had to b~~ 
destroyed as unruturnablc, this b('illg due ill tile majority of cases to 
tilt' illitcl';tcy or j,lw :-;cwkn-;, 

l('l'gilile1'cd Leftn's,· The cs thnated numbers of rcgistered 
letters received and despatched are J()O,IHO and HG,200 respectively. 
The average African, very wisely, prC'r(~t'S to get a "book" 01' receipt 
for any letter, e tc., contuiniug value 01' which may, in his eyes, 
have value, 

Expl'('s;; lci.icr »cr+icc a.su! He]>l!! })([iti ('OUIlOl!"c;.--Hoth of thexc 
services al'(~ ill being, the JOl'lW'1' but.w eeu Grea.t Britaiu and this 
Colony aud the latLc~J' wo rkl-wide but up to the present the public 
have uot taken ad Yant:'l!.;p of eit,her of (he sYHtellli:l. 

PII ilutel!/, -TIlt, amount of ,1;:I,S 10 :2s, lei. was paid duting tile 
year 1>\' st.uup ('i)llt '\'t·u [':-: fOl' «ur rcn t iSSll('S 0(' l\igcl'iall po:-dage 
stamp;.;. :\() !l('\V (1('sigIlN have lx-eu iuti-oduccd since Inll, but. 
('('I't,ai!1 ul' 1·lIe wut.cnnu.rk s ll;l \'(' 1)('('11 alten'd .u n l 1,11(, serial uumlx-rs 
ehaup'('d with fl'P:-;h i:-;SlH'S, 

TELEGl{APHt:\ ' 

Duplex workiug \\'as bl'Ollght into I'orc(' botw.-on Aba and 
Ouitsha, and 1,11(' lI(~W liuo 1.i('llll,-Ode-Epl~-l had:m was opened for 
t.raflic on the lJth ,July" d):2o. .l n ter-rupt.ion« W(,I'(, few and far 
between, except 011 tile Call1(,l'OUJlS section, and tlJe principal break­ 
downs reco rded for the yeai- w ero at the aorial ('l'os"ing at Ohubra 
on tW() ()cT:tsiollH, a failure OJI the Purl lLu-c-our-t-Honuv c-able. and a 
lino faillll'C between Kelli and .Iomaa. 

~I'M'lAL \\'()lu\_s (T!';U;(;IUcI'US ANn "\1 AIN'l'ENANCE. 

Easiern naih\'ay Tdc~gl'aph ('():l:.;tJ'lIC't.ioll, including the 
Bukuru Branch lin«, with tilt' oxcopt.ion of the wiring of three 
per muueu t stn tiuna ill ('OUI'SI' ur t'l'ceLiu!l, lIas l)cC'l! completed. 

ljc! iu-Orlo-I ba dn.n a 11< I J os- Bauchi-M a.iduguri telegraph lines 
are cumpleted and t he ove rhau liug; :1nd repair of var-ious other lines 
bas ]Jet'll ulldcl'takl..'ll. 

'I'hc genoral maiutena.ncc of Iinc« has been good and delays of 
t.wen ry-fou r haul'S, 01' 0\701', except 011 th« Camel'lJons telegraph line, 
art' of l'cllT' occurrence, 

Towards the cnd uf th(~ year two wireless, rccervmg I:)cts 
capable of receiving Icugby news we re pu rchaacd hy the Depart­ 
ment, ou« at. a cost of ;\:::280 and the other wit.h a more limited wave 
band .J;::18S, one of which has been crcoted at Lagos and has given 
lip tu ChI' present, good results. '1'1)(' other set is intended for 
Kaduna and it is anticipated that the result.s obtainable on the 
H ighlauds at Kacluna wilt be considerably more effective and stable 
t.hau those at Lagos. Pr-ior to the arri val of these sets the Depart­ 
men t used for some time a wireless set belonging to Dr. H, H. 
Stewart, to whom the thanks of the Department are due, and at a 
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later date a set built and operated, as m the ease of Dr. Stewart's 
set, by Mr. G. D. Rousseau, 'I'elcgraph Lnst.ruc.tor. The traffic 
received was that of the Hughy Wireless Station working on 18,740 
mctres and all examination of the log kept 1'01' six months hy Mr. 
[{ousseau, to whom all credit is due, shows that, although he was 
taking off news from a Station of over 500 K.\V. pOW8r, there were 
many occasions when even a mall of his operating ability could not 
distinguish, or ill many cases, hear signals. 

New exchanges were opened during the year at Zaria and at 
Ttu, and additional accommodation has been given at the Exchanges 
at Calabar and Apapa, The sub-oxchanges at Bota and Irh lo have 
been closed. The standard of opera.tion at the exchanges has 
improved. 

A question of considerable importa.nco and 011(' t.ha t has 
caused grave anxiety has arisen wi th reference to the diacove ry of 
aet.ivo eorrosion in the lead shoa.thiug of the uudei-ground telephone 
cables laid in the Lagos ,t1'(,<1. Anu.Iyscs have been made, samples 
DC the cables and of va.rious soils have been scn t to England where 
tile assistance and exper-ience of t.he big cable firii1s is heing 
sought with a view to finding a sol u Lion to j hr: d iffionlt.y . 

A 1'1' RI<xnA 'J'IO}; • 

1 have to thauk all the Btaff, I1;Ul'Opeall a.ud Af'rieau. fur their 
services which, almost without ex(,pptioJl, have- he en ungrudgingly 
given, and to whom the present ellicu-nt state of the Depmtmeut is 
due. . 

A ()UOlfN'I':-.l AN P N'j'OI-t 11~8. 

OI"I<'ICI~ OF 'I'llI'<: CIlIl'JF A ('COliN'PANT. 

,\ I r. AVC1'Y, !'::lenio)' Aooouu ta.nt., after near-ly twelve years 
service in the Branch, having reachod the maximum of his grade, 
,£800, was tl'anf-lferred to t.ho '('rear·wry as from 2nd 1\1 arch, H)26. 
The Seuior Accountant vacancy, ,toOO<t:HOO, was filled by 1\11-. A. 
McOol'rnick, Assistant Accountant. 

Duriug the year, ~1 r. l{,. T(~!llpho, the nox t senior of the 
Assistanf Accou utunt.s was 1'('.(·OlJ)lllerHled for t.l·ansfel· to the 
'I'rea.suty on the long grade. 

During the year, Mr. Wllittakl'I', ;\Nsistaut NtOl'ek.ceper, was 
transferred to the Arts a lld Crafts Branch of the Northern 
Provinces Edtlcatioll Depart.ruout wi( Ii eHeet Irom Hitb February, 
I f)27. . 

[t is hoped to lUI i\ll'. WlliM;lkel"s vacancy with an officer 
from the Storcs Depar tmcn t of the- ! lllpel'ial Post Office. 

All experiellced Af'ricuu :-.lUI c.rin t.cndcut of the Department 
after nine months special tl'aillil1.~ has been rccommen dcd for 
promotion to the post of Assist~mt Accountant on a scale of 
£aoo, £;U5, .S3;1O, .£;~50 25--l575 ,IS f'rom l s t Oc-tober, lH:!o(i. 



Durins r the veal' the Assistant Accouutaut's vacancy conse- ;-, " , 
quent on 1\1 r. nrc-Corlllick's promotion to fkniol' Accountant was 
filled by the a ppoint.men t or '\i1". \V, .J. Ccl.lixon h'Otll the Comptroller 
.and Accountant Gener.ils Ikpal'tlllellt of t11<' Imperia] Post Office. 

Within the next. few year-s, it \\'i11 probably be necessary to 
open an Unallocated Stores at Enugu under the control of a 
E';urOp0t111 8torckeoper, and to post all Assistant Accountant at 
Ebute Mct.ta (or Apapa) and one at Enugu, thus involving an 
iJl('I'('aHP in th« P~llropeall Ntaif. 

A I·'EWAN :--;'I'AFF, 

The foul' vacancies in the Higher Di vision Clerical Establisb­ 
men t \\'01'(' Ii llcd during the yea r from the IiHt of successful candi­ 
dates in the Higher Di vision E~xamination of November, H)25, Two 
were Lower Di vision elodea] ollicers already serving ill the 
Acoounts Branch, the others came from other Dopai-turenbs. 
Another Lower Division Oracle 11 clerk already serving in the 
Aecouuts Branch was successful in the November, H)2(j Senior 
Olerical Examinat,ioll (being br-ac-keted 2nd on the list) and under 
the new S('h(~IlH' reruai ns ill the Bra.nch receiving; f ve special 
inorcn ncn t~). 

\Yastagl' ill the Lo wor l ii viaiou ~tatf was, as usual, very 
heavy during the year. Four officor« ,'('signed, Ollt' was dismissed 
and 1,jn'(,I' gailled t.";ll;sfm's to otll('I' DI'pad,tll('lltS. 

A Iu rthor year's {'xpcl'icll(,C lHIS xhow n the unwisdoui of 
appointing clerical jn-obat iono i-s wl.o have not alroady passed the 
.Iunior Clerical Exalllinatioll, 'I'he prouort.iou of xuch probationers 
who succe-ed in. passing t ho I;}xallliuatioll, and avoiding the 
au tomat.ic dt't.Cl'lllination of theii- appointments after three years' 
service, is about one ill eight;, 

There was abnormal sickness amongst the African staff in 
March, H12fi. Rick ness is usuully heaviest during the rains. 

l n t.h.is couuect.iou t,he «xpcrimo n t ina.uguratcd in June, IH25, 
of coutinuous ofllco hours, H a.in. to 2 p.ni., for the majority of the 
Accounts aud 8tol'('l-) StaH was continued dlll'jng Ul2{5 and again 
II1'ov('(1 popular:t nd Sll('(·C'ssfnJ. 

The l'CC(']l ( :dV'I'a hOII:-; ill the intc rio i: :U'j':tllgemellt of the 
Accoun t.s Hnul('h have made JOt' the gl'ea.tel' comfor-t and efficiency 
-of the staff; hut tho ']_'elegraph and Tclcphoue Clearing House StaH 
numbering nine are still ba.Il \' housed ill the old .J ones Hotel build- 

- ing adjoil;illg Ult' (;('II('I'al I'(')st Oflice, Lagos, which is ill adapted 
for the pin-pose. 

Dur-ing October, 1 \)21), the (1hief Accountant was able to 
make a brief visit) of inspect.ion to the principal post offices and the 
stores of the Wester-n, Central and IDastern Provinces and to confer 
with ]{;l1gilleel'ing and Bun'eying officers. 
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SYSTll~M OF ACCOUNTS- AODl'l'O!~\: A.l'l'HO\'AL. 

It was gratifying; during tile ycal' to rccoi ve f'rum UO\'Cl'lllllcnt 
a Iavou rable corrnnon t from Uw .vudi tor» l'cport Ull the systom, and 
operation of the SystCill, of accuu n ts ill this i)CP:lltillCllt. 

It will be lleecssary in till' ncar Iu turc LO cou vo rf important 
sub-offices into head oHices fol' ac('\)t! tdiug' purposes, th« Rub­ 
office unpresb system not being sui table for bus~' oUkes. This will 
entail a slight increase- of staff n t Headquar tor s. 

'I'he re-writing of the StatI l{(~cords of the Department (which 
are kept ill this Bj'<LIH·h) ill large]' loose leaf hooks, with information 
tabulated in a concieer and more COlt venien t forru, was completed 
during the year. 

A separate report 011 tho Post OOicc ~avillgs Bank is sub­ 
mitted. 'I'he recent legislation (regardillg the balances of dormant 
Savings Bank accou nt.s hitherto credited to H('\'cnup, remai ning 
indefinitely the property of deposito]'~) was at lu-st thought to be 
retrospective and accor dirurlv can sed extra work as th« old system 
had been ill voguo since the taking over of t.he Sa.vings Bunk hom 
the 'I'reasury ill H)()7, III practice, the old system of publishing in 
poster and pamphlet. form f01' three successive yean, particulars of 
dormant balanoe» and distJ'jlHltillg these widely, was ill the in te rest 
of the depositors; and 110 bo ua-Ii do applieatiOll fdl' a rcf'unduicut aIte r 
the balance of' au (t('C()Ullt had heen can'jed to T~C'v<:nue was eyer 
refused. 

The schom« \\·ltidl Lm po riu l 1?I'pl.\ ('OUPUil:-; w i ll be sold <It 

2:~d. throughout tht' post offices of 11w I<:lllpire and exchallged for a 
local 2d. stamp (Lh u» :dl()willg reply jlusiagc (.0 bl' pJ'(~paid through­ 
ont the Empire) wax accepted by this Adm inls tra tio» during the 
ycar : hut owing to delay 011 the part, of tile Imperial Post On-ice ill 
sending out supplies or the appl'()ved pa j it'I'Il of ('011 pon, these will 
not be on sale in Nig'~l'ia until Sotlle tililP ill I W~,. 

'I'he syatem of " heavy parcels" t o ve.r 1! lb. and not exceed­ 
ing 2~ lb.) inaugurated between the United Kingdom and Nigeria. 
each way, in November, l\)~;-;, proved Sltcc{)ssful. lS,OOO \17,\);-)8 not) 
heavy parcels were rccr-i vcd Irom the lTnitcd Kingdom, Ior ty two 
from Sierra Leone and the Uold Coast, and \):1:\ wcre despatched. 
The postage is 7ilic1. as compared with :>, - for a par eel over seven 
and not, exceeding 11 lb. 'I'he svstcm is l)('ilH,~ extended to the 
British West Ahiean Colonies as 'from 1st H'<'Ln·'naI'Y, H)27, the rate 
being 7/- as compared with fij- for a parcel no t exceeding 11 lb. 
A few were recei ved and Sell t ir regulrul y as shown above. 

f)fRECT PARCEL AS!) MONEY Onilim 11~x(,!lAN(iE wn-u 'rHl;J LNI'rI;JD 

S'J'A'l'l<:S OF A ;>'T:K!W'A. 

At the instance of the \Y~I~';]1in!.2·toll Aut.horrtics and the ., 
Postmasters-General of Sierra Leone and Accra the queetion of a 
direct Parcel and Mone v Order Exchallge with th« "United States 
was considered by the" Secretm'y of St;lte for the Colonies and. the 
Imperial Post Office late in 1925. Bu far as Nigeria is at prcsen t 
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concerned the pal'cel j l'a!1lc with Unit.cd Stak:-; of America (via 
United Kingdom) i,·; \'('l'~' "llJa II, and :1 d il'cct service is not justified. 
An analysi« of tilt' Pat'('d l~ill~ to and froin The ju-iucipal Xigeria 
Parcel Offices (11' 11~X('h;1!lge Ior Ill!' si x mont.hs .Iune Ncvember, 19'2fi 
revealed the f()ilo'.ying:' 

Parcel t.rufli« IJcL\\'('(~11 I :Ilit,l·d ~tate;--; of Aruerioa and Nigeria 
six months .Iunc-Xoveniber. U):W, inclusive. 

'ro !. }~, A, ({'ROM U. S. A. 

1;;1 Lagos 
HfJ Lagos li'ol'\vl:{,rd 

58 ~ lbad<l II 
I 
I 
l 

I, " '" 

so 

fiG 

1';-:1110 IS 

Oil i tsha II 

12 I 1'01'1, Ila icourt. i02 

w.. 1'1" i - , 

'I'(lI;li Io r Ii 11IUIIL!Is ;;11 Received. __ , __ , .L. _ 
'I'he eighty-tln'ee parcels sent included p.ucels originally from 

United 8t~at('N of America-vecnt through ball ks not. taken np by 
.addressees and returned to senders. 

(JOWl' 01" CAIWIAGE 01<' OVI<JRSEAS NiAlL::>. 

The final financial result of the in tcrnntional mail statistics 
taken iu Octobcr-s-Novcmbcr, 1024 wi th ellcct from 1st January, lU2G, 
was communicated to this ,\ dminist.rat.ion during the year. The 
previous statisti('s were taken ill )'lay 19::l1 and tho next statistics 
will be taken in ,\la\' IH~n. Nigeria's share of the fixed Imnerial 
subsidy t () ::\1('881'8. 11:!d('" Dorupstcr t'\::, Co. has been increased-'- Irom 
£l,HIG to £2,0\)G while tho carr-iage of a ([(SCOIiV61·t mails origiua.tiug 
in Nigeria IWY()lld the !lnited Kingdom has ['~seJJ from iW·2.3·(, gold 
francs (£13(i approx imately: to :c,,14G.Or; gold francs (approximately 
£2Hl). 

The accounts agaillst; FnUlce and tho Wrenoh Wesf African 
Oolouics in rcspoeii of tho eal"riage of niails (to and Irom the 'I'crri­ 
toire Mili tai re flu Nigel' and of FreDell Ji~quatorial Africa), over the 
Nigerian I~ai1way ho t.h ways between l.lagos and Kano, are (by 
arrangement wit-h the 11'1'(,lleh :\dmini~·;t,I':ttJionsi now submitted quar­ 
terly. 'rile," arc uo v,: lwing settled in pUlIud" sterling and with 
greater promptness, The amount outstanding on 31st December, 
1926 in resped of ac-co un ts rendered up to ;~Otll September, lW26 
was £(mO l:3s. 11 d. 'as compared with .£HGI ISs. 8d. on 31st 
December, H)2G\ and ;t: 1 ,55a 10:-;. lOd. was collected during the year, 
including arr-ears of 1 n2:t acconnt.s. 
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A system of cash deposits at the C;81\('1'(l1 P08L, Office; Lagos 
(hom which the ('()st of Ior wru-der! td('gl';uns are inot.: was maugu­ 
rated 011 the 2nd November, 1\1:2:1 as all cx pe rhuc n t. :\0 charge) is 
made for keeping the account hut it is co n li uo d tu tll()S(~ Inms whoso 
volume of ou twa.rd telegraph tl'ailie just.ilic« the ('(lll(~('ssioll. During 
the veal' fi vc firms applied for and \VC1'(; cOll('C'dc<i a {dc-gram (leposit 
account, but OIH" withdrew ill Wci))'ual'Y l~)~,{). '1'1H: stut.istics were 
as follows :- ___ =r.-_~_~ __ .. ~,.. ..... _"'_"' _______ .. _" ____ ._, _.~._"_~""_._,,.."" ____ 

I 
!l:1I " nf ;\Il](l{lllt AY{'I';I_~(' 

Finll. ";["1'1 if.) I, of' Aiolllld.\ H.em:Ll'k". 
of :-:;_YSli-'Hl. lJejl",i i . V:lille. 

I 
1.: l.: d. I 

S. , 
1. IVr essrs .. Thl' Nigerian 

.\Totol'S :{.II.:::r> :) tl\) / 0 0 i 

2. Messrs. Jj]lder Dcmpst.er I 
((-, Co. I U.n.2;; zo ;\()~) -_)', 1 o 0 I 0)0 

s. Messrs. n. B. Ollivallt 
& (1). :H.11.2fl in ll;:: 10 o () ! 

4. Messrs. Bull \\'es1, Afl'j- 
can Rllipping Line ... 21.11.2;; ;) 20 1 10 i 0 

I fl. Messrs. Atrlcan n nd liJas- I 
terll Trade Corpora.t.iou 2fl.B.:21i :) ! :~D 'I 0 0 I ;-) 

The following reprint:; a nd nc w lSS\iC'S, ,d' ~";ig:el'iall postage 
stamps were received during the year >- 

;)8. P!:.ti(· No. U 
[0;-.:, 1'\ o. 11. 
:20~. \:0. i '7. 

.• 
Also st.am p boukie ts eon t ailli llg 01.1., J d. and 2d. st.am ps. 
Tho old stoe!;:;.; of the .I,d and Citl. i:-;SllCS (IlJabe 8), and that, of 

the old Gs. isxue, (plate 8) \v(~'e destroyed by a 'Boal'd of t)w'vey on 
22nd H'ebrunry and on 17t.h NOV(,lHhcJ'. Hl:2H j'(,f'q1CC'ti vc-lv. 

The Hales 01' stall1[)t:; to cotlcctor» altd dealers dur-ing HI26 
amounted ill valuo to ,t;l,tHO ~~s. l d. as compared wit.h £77() 14s. 9d. 
in the previous year. Of this amount 1'1..200 worth of new issues 
wore dis tr'ihutod di"cct to doalcrs by the Crown Agent.s, the balance 
being despatched Irom Lho Aceoun t» J:haltcll. 

The question of the POCH" adhcsivt' (illalitics of certain 
denominations and of the liability of some issues to show colour 
strains 'vas again taken np l'ig(;ronsly with the manufacturers 
through the Crown Agents, aud claborat o baetel'ioiogieal, physical 
and. chemical cxamiuat ious ,\,('1'(' mn.dc- by eXJ)(;l'b; with a viC'\v to 
rerncd vil1g the defects. . . ~ ~ 

Postage stamps received recently show all improvement in 
adhesive qualities and fastness of cuJ()Urlllg. Till' retention in 
England by Crown Agents of half' of the iml k f-;lIppli('s for pcriods of 
six to nine months hai-l perhaps hall some slight cfrcct in this 
direction. 



DlS'l'HIC'I' HI~SI~ln'E i:-)'l'OCKS OF ;-)'J'Al\ll'S AND J:»OS'l'AL OR1)El~S. 

The 'I'reasur v AssIstant at Port Harcom-t has been relieved of 
the work of holding the station l'CSCl'Ye stock of stamps and postal 
orders-the "work Land respoJlsibiliiiy haying been handed over to 
the African Acting Postmaster-Surveyor. At the request of the 
Treasury also, emergency stocks of stamps at Kaduna and Jos 
(kept in case of breakdown in counnunicution between Lagos and 
these stations) have been withdrawn. 

:L'\ ALYSIS OF POSTAL OHJ)gg BUSINESS. 

III 1D20, in conjunction with the Impetinl Post, Office authori­ 
ties, an analysis was made of typical batches of postal orders issued 
in Nigeria. 1t was found that ;{4";) of orders issued in Nigeria were 
paid in Nigeria and (jl}tc were paid outside the Colony. 

STATISTICS OF ltEYJ;;NUJ;;, EXPKNDI'l'UI{I<;, DI(PAWl'lIIENTAL Busrsxss. 
Tilt' Stnt.isuica.l Appendices arc submitted separately with 

analytical notes t.hcreon. 

STORES-BOARDS OF SUHVEY. 

The Annual Boards of Survey appointed hy Government OIl 
the Posts and Telegraphs 1:Hores in .January HI2(), and January, 1927 
reported very favourably on the efficient system of storage, issue 
and r eco rd of the stores of this Department. 

)'TAINTlGNANCE t)TOl"'ES. 

All Engiueering Maintenance Store was opened at Benin 
City on .Iune 1st, 192U, to serve the large area controlled by the 
Telegraph Ellginecl' stationed there. It is much too small, and a 
ne.'w and more commodious building-s-built specially as a store for 
telegraph and telephone materials-c-is required. The proseut build­ 
ing could be conveniently handed OV01' to another Department for 
use as a small sta.tiouery store. 

Tile Posts and Telegraphs 1\1 ainteuance Store at Enugu is 
also congested, and increased accommodation will be required in the 
neal' f'ut.ure. The postal, t=Iegruph and telephone business in the 
Eastern Provinces is growing rapidly and this increase is promptly 
reflected ill the work of t.he Stores Branch. It will be necessary in 
the near future to convert the 1\1 aintenance Atorc into an Unall~ca­ 
ted Store. 

The work of the central departmental Stationery and Postal 
Mairitainance Storc at Lagos continues to Q;row. As all our forms, 
telegraph pads, parcel delivery notices, etc, are printed by the 
Government Printer and are despatched from the General Post Office, 
Lagos, to catch the latest mails, it is desirable that the central 
Stationery Store of the Department should be in convenient 
proximity to the Government Pi-in tlng and General Post Offices. A 
proposal dur-ing H):2() to locate this store at Ebute Mott a was 
eventunlly a baudonod. 

T'he store at .M inna cont.iuuerl to ser ve the Northern 
Provinces. 

PRINTING OF FORMS. 

The Government Printer once again satisfactorily supplied 
this Department during the year with all forms in use including 
te1egl'am~ and parcel forms of which very lal'ge quanbit ius are used. 



!£CONOl\IY IN SV,-'l'ION}1;Uy' 

The European Storekeeper has again exercised control over· 
requisitions of stationery. Economy has been eHeeted, duly reflected 
in the expenditure uncler the Statiollel'Y a n d Printing Votes. 

UNIFOl{MS. 

The staff eu ti tled to uniforms (I~llgil1eel'illg StafI, Mail 
Boarding Officers, Tr-avelling Post Office Clerks, Messengers and mail 
runners) were again regularly and puuctuallv supplied during the 
year with their halt-yearly ixsuc. It is interesting to note that the 
subordinate grades are increasing ill physique as it has been 
necessary once again to increase the girth of shorts and trousers-at 
an extra cost, of a few pence per garment. Uniforms for the 
subordinate grades arc obtained from contractor R ill England, the 
ex pcr iment tried in 1 U:2G of local manufacture ill bulk not ha viug 
proved successful. 'I'he more senior grades are 11o'\\7e\'o1' permitted 
to have their uniforms tailored locally. 

LI£'J"rEH Box LOCKS A:\l) KI<;Ys. 

The Dumber of private letter boxes !lOW installed is growing 
rapidly and steps have been ner-cssat-y to deal w ith the efficient 
indexing of spare locks and keys. If a key is lost, <(, duplicate is IlO 
longer issued at the offioe concevuod. Tile old jock i:-; no w returned 
to the Lagos Htorc and there couuect.od with it. .. ; d uplica.to key or 
keys and ixsur«] cut to auot.her ofl'lc,e ill a diJ[t'l'ent part, of Nigeria. 
Un til rcccutly neither keys nor loeb; ha vo OI)I'IIC a uiakors number, 
and the task of connor-t.ing; up locks a m] kc-vs has been somewhat 
difficult. 

.. 

L~,,\ALLOCA'l'ED tJTOIm. 

The principal Af'ricau f:HoL'ekecpel' of tile Depad'lnent, ~ll', T. 
E. Thomas, Higher Di vision, 1 I, proceeded Oil ]Paye ill December, 192G, 
and will retire from the service at the completion of his leave, after 
twenty-five years very faithful and diligent ser-vice, nineteen years 
of this time having been ;·;pellt ill this lkpartlllcnt He is an officer 
of sterling character . 

The African Departmental Transpor-t Officer at Lagos has 
efflCiently cleared and shipped a.II departmental stores during the 
year, and has cleared aud shipped the baggage of outward and 
homeward officers of the Department. The work has increased 
considerably in recent years, ami it will be neccss.u-y ill the near 
future to give the European 8tol'ekeepet' sole control of 01' first call 
on a departmental motor van. Private mo tor t.ra.nspo rt hadto be 
hired in 1926 at various times to clear timber from the Public Works 
Depadment Saw Mill at Ijora and to clear large supplies of heavy 
telephone awl telegL'<tph material that was cOllgesting the Customs 
sheds. 

The natural Iightlug of Main Store No. 1 is not very good and 
steps are being taken in 1 \)27 to improve mat.tors hy incrcusing; the 
window area. 

The petrol store erected some years ago in the t:arly clays of 
departmental motor transport is !lOW much too SU1a1l a nd it.s locat.ion 
in front of t.he main stores shod« iutci-Iercs with tile efficient 
marshalling of the vans Ior loading and u n loat l injr. .\ fresh and 
larger petrol store is necessary Ileal' the paints and varnishes. 
store at the back of the compound. 
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A 11 ex tension of the main stores buildings will be necessary 
in the neal' future, wi th offices for the Chief Stol'ekeeper and Staff 
and for a Stores Accoun taut and Staff. A concrete two-storey 
building is ad voca.tcd-> the grollIld Iloor haying a high ceiling so 
that steel mezzau iue flooring c-an be insta llcd, thus doubling the 
storage area O\'Pl' the saruo Iloor space, III the best, moder-n practice 
the use of ladder,", is discouraged-- -stores presses and pigeon-holes 
being six feet high o nl y and suflicieu tly low to IJe reached by hand. 
Stock out of reach is apt to escape checking and attention; and 
efficient super vision is rendered more diffi cu lt. 

::VL\lr\TENANOE t)ECTION AND TELKPHONl!: BHANCH. 

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, 

EUROPEAN D'l'AFF. 

During the year, the changes in the European Establishment 
of this Branch were:- 

Nam e. Hank. A ppoint , I' Pr~mlo- 
iueu t . I t ion. 

I 

Hetit-e­ 
meut . 'I'r ans rer. Re vcrsion. :Tennilla .. 

I t ion. 

Assistan t Td"II,r:q:ll 
Engineer 1 ~1.;J.~f) 

dll. . .. lO,l].:!I; 
I nspcctur (;ra,le 11 
Fon-rnn n 

do_ :!~)_:I,:!!) 
do. :.!~I.~I.:!li 

T_ G, Kill/! 
A. K Che:~l 'v .. Hawkes 
E. F. Perry 
P. W. Chr'istie ... 

The standard of' work and conduct of the whole staff has 
been excellent, 

The t wo Assistant Engineers appointed during the year were 
specially trained ill England under the scheme approved by the 
Secretary of Stah> subsequent, t.o the' diffir-ult.y in obtaining men 
with the necossai-y techuical and peisoual q ualiflcar.ious. There are 
now eight of these officers on the staff and it can be stated that the 
scheme has proved a definite success. Its scope has been extended 
to include Engineers for the Gold Coast, 

li'OHEl\IEN A~ n I );SPECTORS. 
Difficul ty is still expci-ionc-erl ill obtaining men for these posts. 

It took five mouths to obtain the two men appointed in 1926 and 
SeYC'1l months to obtain one appointed in .Ianuary };)27. 

The standard of wor-k has been raised all round. The 
illiterate Linemen are dic.;appc<Lting through age and length of 
service and new cnt.rant.s have to be able to read and write and 
speak English. JI\W the high('l' a.ppoin trucnts of Sub-Inspector and 
Tnspcctor, special «ou I'SCS of i rainillg have been organised. These 
pl'obatiollel's ruust have had H H'(,()lldaI'Y school cduca.tion and are 
then giyen a t horouuhlv practical course ill the workahops in 
telograph, telephone and railway block signalling appara tus and 
in COllstructioll wor k. In spite of t.hc- var-ied and complicated 
nature of the d u tie«, thc results have been gl'atif,villg, and, it is of 
interest to reC'ord that the number of applicants for these non­ 
clerical appointments is so large that careful sclcctiou is possible. 



TJcbH-Odc-f1mdaJl Line, 
Jo:-;-- H(lIwhi-MaidllfJlll'i 
() Wcr'l' i -_. /JeW' III (I. 
Owe /'1' i-.-\ /)(1. 
iu-: rol,a 
Eoute Aletta--,-\pa}w 

", This has hCl'll c·ulllilletcd. 

I The o ve r-huu linsr. shifting and 
nar tiul I'CCOI!sh'lIction of 
thes« Jines have been 
completed. 

jG 

CON:-;Tl~U'TIU:\ . 

Eaetern 1~(lilw{i!J awl J3ukul'u i::.I'u;,cll. \\-itil the cx ccp tion 
of the 'wiring' of three permanent stations ill course of erection, 
this work is completed. 

'I'h« extension of the tele!-:Y:iph to Edt' He awl Undo; the 
cI'ceLioll of the Lagos Lbadan trunk telephone: tile recollstruction 
of tile Lagos Oshogl)() line a.ud the l'eeonstrueti()ll of the Cameroons 
tciPllllOllCS could n o t bu put ill hand owing to tho no n-d cl i vory of 
~;t()I'eS It-om lBllglallCl due to the coal st rike. The reconstruction of 
tl\(' ~apei(' Ko ko lin« has hCC'Il al);lnilolH'(1. 

CABLES Ux J)EIWIWU:\D. 

Cousidora.hlc anxiety has LweI) caused f)y the discovci-y of 
acti ve corrosion ill the lead shea.t.h i Il~ of the cahles laid iu the Lagos 
area. III some ea~;cs, tll(~ sltc:ttltill~ kts I)C('II pi('l'('('d au(1 in tr-ri-up­ 
tiOJl has resuited, 'I'hc trouble is gClleral illl'ollghollt the area and 
has affected near-ly (wer.\' type, sorn« of which h,LV(' ullly l x-cn ill use 
a year, .Analyscs have heen llladt, I)y the UOU'I'lllllcnt Analyst: 
sauiplo» of t.ho cahles alld or ",al'j()llS soils huv« lx.o n ~(,Jlt to 
ICngland and the Ellgillecl'-in-t~hjef is cll{1uirillg in to the mnt.tor in 
London with the Consulting Engillecrs and thp :\ldallurgist to the 
Crown Agents; The experience of represcn tat i yes of tile- big 
cable firms has also been «bta.incd. The mat.tor is still under 
consideration, As there are Hl:, miles of cable containing 1,O()O 
miles of separate conductor s ill the area, the ma.tr cr is one 
of importance, 

'rile culaigcd Ceu tral Telegraph Office, Lagos, was opened in 
Ma v. Secondarv cells werc i uxt al lorl an d t ho whole of the 
cir~uits-illcludi~lg the behuol an d the sy nch rou isud clocks-c-wor k 
f'roru one battery, the prime energy being takelJ from the Public 
Works :Eleetl'lcity Supply. 

New oiliccs at Potiskum arul Dama.t.uru were openo.l aIHI tile 
offices at Naf'ada and Loko closed. 

Duplex working has been installed between KaIuna-c-Enugu 
and :\'1 inna=-Onitsha. 

l1'iTEI{ l( 1: I'T[()XS. 

]j~xcept, ill the Cameroons, i h<'l'e ha.vc bV(,11 no e;l<";CS 01 sCI'iollS 
delay to tn-a.tiic. In ter rujrtionx, caused Oil the main Lagus--Osb()gbo 
Ii no I)y [aIling trees emphasise tile ncccasi ty fur ;1 wide]' clea: ing. 
This will be undertaken in connection with t he Lagos-·ORllOgbo 
reconstructiou. Th« timo taken ill restoring conununicat ion bas 
been commendably brief. L. 

TI!;LEl'I10NES. 

New exchaugcs have been opened at Zaria and j tu. That 
<J.t .Ios is nearly completed. TIl\~ C'Xl'ilallges at Ap:llJ<L and Calaba r 
have been enlarged an d remodelled. Tile exchanges at Iddo and 
Bota have been dosed. 
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There has been a steady mc.reaso III the SCI'VWCS provided 
hot.h privute and officia l. 

.\LU:-;l'I::-;.\::\U:. 

I t has hCl'1I po:ssiblc t() !,akt' :"iJH,~jal steps to iuipro vc t.he 
maintenance in the Lagos area, Unfortuuately, sickness has delayed 
the complr-t.ion of the work btl t tll(,I'(' has been a marked improve- 
1lH'1lt. 

OPl<:lto\TING. 

This iuipro vcmeuf is l'dlccted in the operating, which has a.lso 
had special supervision, One factor has undoubtedly been the 
pro visrion of a larger, airiPI" and coolpr switch room. 

l{,AILWAY ELEUTInCAL ~lG::\ALL[NG. 

Tele!Jl·aplu3.----Inel'ea:se ill t.rutli« lias necosaita.ted the duplex­ 
illg of t.he ~i;llUtC' 1\lotta Mi n n» cil'('lIit. 'I'hi» is the first circ-uit 011 
the Il'ail\\-;I,Y to Il(' <ill plexcd, 

P,'ogn':-;s has \)l'CIl dl'la.\('d ill Lil(' su hs tiuu i.io n of "eollllllon 
battery" \yorkillg on tho .• statiull to station" circuit. of the \V('st'('l'tl 
l~ailwa.y by tile 11011 arri val of appal'atlls but the work: has been 
completed fo)' the lil'si :\fl:') m ih-x ;111<1 is a succr-ss from bot h the 
efiicielle,\' a nd (,(,(\llo!ni(_~aj \'iu\\'-p()illt~, 

filed ric 'TI'(! ill Blude ,\'ifjIiU/ i LUfj. Special attention has been 
givell to the Illaint('ll:lll('(' (If Lh i-s app;u'aius of which aSH sets are ill 
use and tile 1l1l111\;('l' of failures has [well reduced. An irl'egulal'ity 
ill Gperatill~I: tlu: old [.YI)(' ()f illst!'lllw'nis is uudor in\'('stigation. 

! IIS/H'l'i ion I'u IIs.--Tlw work of supcrvisiou has been haiupored 
by the dela,\' ill obh~illing inspcetion vans. 

Rc-isnliu rsemcn', -- Tlw amount p;',vable by the Icailway (or 
the maintenance of tho oleetricai si,gllal1illg systems is estitll:ltell at> 
,£:21,(iOO fOl' tile finaucial year IH20 :27. 

Generally spoakirur j l u- yf'a I' has be('11 (jll(' of all round 
progl'('SS, the pu hli« h;n'illg hcueti tecl ill ~";('\'('i'al ways, ohietf y in the 
direction of mail ;w('(·l('!'atiow-l. 

The st.alf as a whole lias \\,()t'ked InyaJI\' and diligent,ly. 

"\ (Hl [1\ [S'I' l~ A'I'ION. 

~\H post ()JJie('~, and agencies have ber-n surveyed as 
freq ucnt.lv aH staff ('oliditiollS !H'!'mitLed; ouly .Yrochukn, Oturkpo 
and Nsu kku Poli tica) .\I_u·lwi,·s remailling un vixitorl during the year. 

On t.lu- w liolc the rexult.s hav« hcen satisfactory l'en~alillg a 
fail' measure of vnieicllc:-, 
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Compla.int« by the pu hlic han' not heel! numerous and in 
some cases wher-e these have lwl'1l mad!' ill\'('~:ti~at!i()ll has shown 
t.ho ca.use to he either beyond the «ont.iol of the Depart men t or due 
to ci reumrstanc-es which could not he j'on.:'s('('ll OJ' <llltieil)ate<l. 

ICulWPEAN :-':"['A1"1<. 

WOI' tile 11tH!' hal f vea r tIl(' Iul l li~Ul'()p('all estnhlishmeu t wa~ 
maintained but during ti;c secund half the stJaff has been one short 
'01' the a ubhorisod number. T'wu ;\sNisi,lllt :--)1I]'\'(',\'OI'S took local 
leave. 

Tile posi tiou III th is l'cg;l1'd OIl the ;; I s t U('C(,llllJCl', 1 ~):2G, was 
much the same as at tbc c-ounuc-nccmcn t of the ye;lr. the total 
shortage when all classes an' conside red heillg eight clerks, 

'I'licre is a sor-ious deficiency of staf! ill the Pustmastel' and 
Postal Clerk au d 'I'clogruphint 1 grades and tlH' loss ill thi« direction 
is hy no means compcuaa.ted by the sui-plu» in the Postal Clerk and 
'l'elegl'aphist 11 grade. III fact it has been difficult, to fin.l men 
suita hie to take e,harge of rai !'l~' husv ~uh-()11i('('S of late, 

'I'h« gl'alltill,g of v aca tion loa v c-, tc-m potn ri lv suspondr«! for tilt: 
period of Clu·js!,mas pl'esslu'('--iN ,,!-(aill !ll'o('('('diilg. 

A. lit.tle difficulty is sOllletilll('S ('X ppl'it'J)('ed ill this eon nexion 
:l!ld SOll!(' o11iC(;S arc s\ighLI,\' llnd('l'sl ,111'1'<1 ill ('O!lS('(lll(,I](,(,. 

The NtaH ehanges 11;1\'(' 1H'('11 as (,(>!I()ws: 

Illl'aUtied 
~~ J)ismi~~;c({ 

One- . 
Two. 
T\vo. 

\1 essenfjcl'H. /)isJllisHed 
"t UeHi!llll'd 

Three. 
One. 

Broadly speaking. ahs(,tlc(' Oil <I(·.('Ollllt of sickness has uof 
1)('1'11 exeeRsi \T('. 

This has been eon tinued, th« duty c-har-t allowing of the 
l'()latioH of the sta.lf ill nea.ilv eV('I'Y instance. 

'I'he ll()ll-tpl('gl'aJlhi~Ls l'OIILilllIC 1,0 he a SUUl'('(' of cmbtu-ra.ss­ 
mc-nt, In verv few caNON do tlw,\' a.tt em pt, to q uali fy ill tel('gl'aphy 
ill order to make thc-urselvux more useful tu the Department. The 
practice of sClldill.g NU}H'j'lluoUN dots awl dashe8 in figures iN still 
widespread am l it seellls jlllp()~sil)l(' to kill it. 

It, is SUl'lll'isiug that more ('1'1'01':-; do not ar-ise from this cause. 

Members of the staff do 1I0t consult the rule books as 
1'J'('(luently aN tll('Y might do alld it is c-vidcut in manx eases that the 
cor-rect procedure to be followed ill various classes of work only 
becomes kIlO\\'1I thl'ollgh enol's lH'ing made and reported. ' 

Some members of the stan sat Io r r lu- Higher and Lowe-r 
Di viaion Go voi-nmcn t CI('l'i('ai i'~xalllillatiioll:-; hu t none were success­ 
f til. 



BUILDINf;S. 

PC1'I1UlJlCnt. +T'he !H'W otlicc at Furuuhia was occupied in 
8ellt(,Illl)L~1', some items uf work st ill J'l'lllaillillg to he dono by the 
Public \Yorks Department and out stuudinu f'urni ture supplied. 
This q ucst.iou is being preased. 

A move from the bush office was imperative. 

A new oftico at Iruo !{ivcr is Ileal'iil~ coniplet.ion. 

rTempOl·ClTy.-Ncw tern porat-y offices have been provided at 
Kumba and Betide, the former heing of stone roofed with pan and 
being to all iuterita and j)lIl'POf:;('s a PCl'IlICLIlPIlt. lmilding. 

EmWl'EAN Qu AnTEW'L 

Permanent quarters were obtained for Assistant Surveyors 
at Port Harcourt and Aba. 

tJuartel'S for a Surveying Officer have been completed at 
Calabar. 

AFmCAi\ (JUAgTERS. 

'I'his question is still acute at Enugn where four clerks are 
without permanent quarters. 

Tbe temporary accounuoclation available is very limited and 
indifferent. It has been asked that full provision be made during 
1927-28. 

.;\'1 AIL SEHYlCES. 

hoeing that there is no regular steamship service to the 
Eastern Division excepting the four-weekly one, the mail service to 
and from Lagos may be said to have been satisfactory, the incidence 
of mails having been at fairly regular intervals. There were a few 
instances of delav as re~ards the outward English mail due to ct 
connecting boat "not leaving immediately aHe;' the arrival of the 
Lagos Express steamer. In the l'c\'er~e dire-ction the sor vice was 
not quite so good inasmuoh as Eastern Pi vision Homeward mails 
have ecmctinies had to 1)(\ despatched horn Port Haroour t Oil the 
Saturday, Sun day or Monday in order to reach Lagos thirty-six 
hours nway ill time to connect with ~;h(' boat leaving on the 
following Friday. 

Agaiu, short notice of the departure of vessels is almost 
invariably g:i"\,(~ll, this heing attll·ihldc( I til th« u ncer taiu tv or the coal 
position. This question of thr- shor-t notice or the dosing of mails is 
one which irr-itates t,he couunercial counnunity yery considcrnbly 
especially those at such stations as Degcma, Opobo, Enugu and 
Calabar. 

Durinjr the year compln in t was !lI~l(k that (,()lTC'spolldence 
between Great Brit,ain and the British Callie] (lOllS was delayed and. 
was Ircquenbly received via Duala. 011 investigation the delay was 
shown to rest with the senders who had failed to address letters fully. 

The uuu.ter ha« recei \'('<1 at.teu tion and the complaints have 
ceased. 

A bi-weekly mail ill either direct.ion bas been ius ti tutod 
between l\Jakurc1i" and Kaduuu ill place of the former weekly one, 
and this has proved of great service bot h to the public and to the 
Administ.rat.iou. 
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It was also found possible to accelerate correspondence 
posted in Munshi Province and addressed to Great Britain and 
Lagos by circulating it via Kaduna. 

TUE Owu;um-OuT'I'A 1\J AIL SEl~Yll'E. 

'I'ho Oworr i-Oguta mail service has been accelerated by the 
introduction of a e,vclist uiaihuun, 

A new fort.nicht] V motor service timed in conuexion with 
Outward awl H()lll'(~\v:t;'d over-seas mails has been inaugurated 
between Oshogbo and Ouit.sha providing an acceleration of five days 
in the delivery of Out.ward mails and allowing of posting at Onitsha 
for the Home~val'd mail at, [east two days later than formerly. This 
new service is greatly appreciated. 

A cou tract was arranged for the conveyance of mails between 
wharf, post office, and sta tion at Port Harcourt and relieved the 
Depar t.mou t ur a tll>,ll uf trouble in addition to ensuring the mails 
being kept (!t.y d m-insr the rains. The service also proved to be 
quicker ami 11101'(> rc-liablo than carrier transport and certainly 
provided gl'catcl' seen 1'1t,\' • 

.A t 111<' H'(lUpst of tht' Chamber of Commerce a late fee 
1)08tiJ1g box \\'as pl·()\'idcd at Pod IJ::11'80u1't Hailway Station in 
connexion with up-line mails and a. late fee service arranged. at 
Port, Harcourt Post Office ]'01' ovci-seas mails. Neither service is 
very cxtr-nsivclv userl but mav become more popular as time 
advances. 

TIle q ueation of a mot or wail service between Oron and 
Opobo \yas explored but was 110t proceeded with Oll account of the 
difficulty of t.lu- ~:d iyn Cl'OS:,illg w hc ic the pontoon cun only be used 
w it.h safety for a lH'l'iod of 1\V() hour s at high tide. The matter of a 
motor mail service 1)(>tW(,Cll Oron and Eket is, however, receiving 
attf'nt,ion. 

Usc is now made of canoes between ])Cgl'lll£l and Port Har­ 
court. to suppleiucut the launc-h service at times when the launch is 
not available. This is most lv ill counexion with Homeward mails 
and the scrviee l'cw1el'ed has so far proved satisfactory, the journey 
being pertorme-l in about seven hours and by night if necessary, 
"which latter is all advantauc over the launch which only rnns 
during daylight; as a rule. 

It is wor thv of n.ite that the increase ill the volume of mail 
matter Irorn Bue;~ northwards has necessitated the provision of 
additional funds for the payment of casual labour. 'The increase is 
said to be due to the influx of Plantation proprietors, missionaries, 
and the transfer of Political Officer-s from the Cameroons Coast to 
the interior. 

The bOlltbeI'l1 Cauu-roous is !lOW served by two regular mail 
steamers, Elders and the Woertnaun boats calling at Victoria 
monthly. The mail service is therefore a greatly improved one. 

I 11 .J line last the Eastern Rail way Authorit.les consented to 
convey overseas mail by coal train when necessary. As Outward 
and Homeward Great Britain mails are usually dealt with at Port 
Harcourt during the week end and no passenger trains run on 
Sundays the concession has proved to be a valuable one resulting 
in the earlier delivery of mails at Calabar, Aba and Enugu. Some 
very complimentary remarks have been made by residents of the 
latter place when they have received their Home mails arriving at 
Port Harcourt 011 the Saturday, before breakfast on the Sunday. 
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On t lu- t ransfor of Provinc-ia! Headquarters Iroru Owerri to 
Port Hat-co ur t it direct iun i l L'uit J!;!I'('()urt-Aho,l(la \Yas suhst.ituted 
for the Owc-i-ri-Ahoadu s('l'\·iep. 

The circulatiou of Brass cor rc-spondeuce was changed from 
Lagos Ior wa i-d to Por-t Harcour t Town thus :ly()iding the delay at 
Lagos occasioned by the depa.rture of the hra uch l xia t ])(,fo],e Brass 
mails could he splpeted. 

Art-augemen ts were ooiuplcte d 1'01' :t new mot.or mail service 
bet-ween Enugu and Abakuliki aud til is is 110\\' repor-ted to be work­ 
ing sat.isfactoi-ily. 'I'his new set-vice Iorrns an impo rban t link ill the 
Ogoja Province and Cameroons service'S and will speed up the mails 
considcrabl y. 

Pat-eel and Jetter mails whioh had become l'('dull<1ant through 
the decline of ceitain places have been discunt.inued. 

A few interruptions or tile Por-t Hu.rcou r t-Enuuu mail service, 
and Eastern 'I'ru.vetliug Post ()f1ic<' s(~l'vie(~ al'(' "('conled, due 
entirely to accidents 01' washouts OIl till' HaHway; but on no 
occasion was tho delay w-ry sc-riou«. 

O\\"ill~ to th« 11u()dill~ of th« ().ii Ui\'Ul' Hl'id~l' the Onit.sha­ 
EIlUI-!:Il mot.ur ma il fWl'vi('(' was illtt',II'IIP((><i Ior a f(·\\' days. 

The mot or mail sen'i(,l's cOlltl'a<"ted f'ur l)~' ~Te,;';~I'''', We-eks 
were ma intaincd sat.isfuc tor-i lv. 

Delays to local ruails took place at EllugU Icail way ~)tatiol1 on 
foul' occasions and were due to Ia.ilu rr-s on tile pad, of the btation 
staff. Each failure was taken up with the Hailway Authorities. 

'file time' during which passclIgcl' trains stup at stations bas 
Leon reduced duripg the y(,al' so that, at sorue stations t h« Eastern 
'I'ravclling I'ost Ollice it) unable to cope with all the business oilcriug. 
I refer to Agbiarn awl Cznal\:oli at which places f'nll lcuilway 
postal agencies have been established. Apart from this the Eastern 
Travelling Post Office continued t o meet the- requirements of 1 he 
smaller set tlernen ts. 

TELEGHAPHS. 

No great changes have taken place under the above head but 
certain improvernen ts have been effected. 

Oguta has been placed in direct sounder communication with 
Owcrri : t.his arrangemen t providing a much better service than the 
former one which consisted of a vibrator teed-in on the Onitsha-Aba 
line. 

Duplex working between Oui tsha alld Aba has been intro­ 
duced and has proved its nsef1111lPSS. 

Sunday and Pu blic Holiday attendance for telegraph business 
has been arranged at Maku rrli and Oguta. 

\\'hvalstulH' has beeu madl- u-«: of bet.ween Ou itsha and Lagos 
w hene ve r occasion aros(~ and has served its purpose well. The 
Ouitsha starr bas become increasingly efficient in ' gumming up' and 
ill sending from slip. 

The service worked wit.hout any intur-rupt.ior. meiit.ing notice. 
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F'rom eU(lUIJ'lCS received 1 am Jed to believe that the public 
IS making greater l1SP of the delayed letter telegram service and 
perhaps the deferred cablegram service also. 

As regards telegraph mu tilat ions, a ro t.urn kept at this office 
ShO\VN that during a, foul' we-ek !ll'i'iul] ill Oetol)(,l' last a total of 
seventy-six ~'lTOI':-'; were rua.k- ill cal)iel,!;l'am'5 paHslllg through the 
Bonny o tlico, Of the:«- enol':'''; tho Cal ilo Oouipuuy \YUS responsible 
for sixty-three; only thir teou being made by the Post Office staff. 
This 1 submit shows a vory 11 igh stallllal'u of carefulness 011 the 
part of the Department in handling this important class of traffic. 

A uot.ewoi-thy feature of the year was the extensive use made 
of the X.L.rr. Christmas greeting cablegram ser vicc, due perhu.ps to 
the greater publicity ginm to the matter and the extreme cheapness 
of the 8(,I'\'i.:_~(~. 

With tile cxcopt.iou or the Callieroolls liue» int er ruptions 
have not hePtl frequPllt (JI' lellgthy. As regards th« Cameroons 
lines the posi t.ion has been much the same as in tho past, traffic 
being su bjoot to delay more or less throughout the year, more 
especially during the rains when such delay was heavy. 

A par ticulnrIy leugthy interruption 'was that which existed 
on the 'I'into-Bamendu line in Frr-uch territory from tho 7th to tho 
15th Dccombor, Hl2(), inclusive. Telegnuns were forwarded l)y 
special 1'11]\1101.' and ~l():-;t d u rillg the period communication was 
inter-rupted. 

'I'ho PorI, Hm-court-Tlonnv Callle was inter-rupted for a short 
period at the conuueucomcn t of the year . 

. At one time the Opo bo line \Va:~ subject to Ii-cqueut iuterrup­ 
t.ion which was traced to f.u-ruers along the route felling trees. 

.• 
The aerial ('rossing at UhulJm parted 011 the 31'c1 Ma.y, and was 

restored 011 the 6th :\lay, communica.tiou meanwhile having been 
maintained by means of a temporary vibrator oilicc established on 
the opposite hank. Iu this instance valuable help in the restoration 
was given by the Di<.;tl·id, Officer, Uhuhra. 

This same (Tussing was ag;,.iu broken in 8cptemhcr by 
l\Icssl's. !i]r1er's launch when the inter-ruption lasted for five days. 
The same 111<:«11:-; of h'allie disposal monr ioned above were resorted 
to in this instance . 

. \uothn infct-r uption to normal counuunica.tion occurred on 
the Onitsua-Port Haicou r t line in .Iulv and lasted for Jour days. 
In this iustaucc t.ru.llio suJYmc(l little 'delay as alternative routes 
were open. 

Trouble in connexion with Duplex working was experienced 
at Port Harcour t (Ill the Opits]w-l'ul'i, Harcourt circuit and proved 
to he due to fuult.v instruments. 

The position Ui-; l'egar'ds "lIp and Down" sta.tions on the 
telegraph circuit, bas been rcgulariRell, the statiou nearest Lagos on 
any circuit l)cillg made all "Up" station. T'his has been found to 
facilitate the making up of specia! wires and to do away with the 
need for reversing line and earth in some eases. 
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{\I£W POST ()J<'FIC!<;S, li~TC . 

. \gCJlCi('s \\,('1'(' o]>f'lwd at \'ell1he :111<1 Aghiarn and registered' 
letter and postal o rde r busiIlC'ss \nLS iu t.roduccrl at Uzuakoli. 

Ogwushi-Uk « Sub-OJllcc was t.ra.nsl'ci-rcd to the control of the 
Di visiorial 8111','CYOI', Lagos, conscqucn t upon t.hc re-ar-rangement of 
J)i visions. 

Bl'lWL\ lUES, IVmm~mEs A_ND DEFALCA'rIONS, E'1'O. 

'I'lu-r« \,-ere hlll'gbries at, ,\Ialllfe and Oguta, ;t, "Bee" clock 
be iug stulen at each office. It is not thought t,ilat any mail matter 
was taken. I ha vc previously drawn at.tnntioll to the danger of 
bush nUiccs ill this l'(,s~)('et and ha v(' ad ,-o('akd t.ho building of more 
OJ' less hu q,dal'-pj'()()f pC rnun H' 1 1 t oJli('('S at. plcv:es where the nia.il» 
stUl'('d o vc-r n isrhf an: cousidcra.hl«. r l'pfer to Oron, Owcr ii, Oguta, 
Alw,a<ia ;111<1 \',-(., 

~ 0 ddall'al ions ha ve heel] brough [, to light and this pm'haps 
l:-; \\ orth v of sp(,cial no te. 

Then' ha vr- i)('('ll ]W ea:-;es ill which member-s of the stan have 
bco n pt'US('('U ted 1'01' steali Iq:!; postal matter, r II most instances of 
uo n-rr-c-cipt of id,ters cOlltainillg pus tal orders repor-ted to this 
office it has he en Iouud that the orders have not been cashed aud 
duplicates han; been issued ill due course. The number of such 
eases lias bce.n normal and cnqu iry ill luallY of them showed that 
11)(' lc,tt'('j'S iuay 1)(,\'(,1' have reached the ]lost. 

The nuuibcr of cases of mi:-;sillg o rdiuai-y letter packets con­ 
taining art.iclcs of value has been suia ll. 

'1'11('1'(' \\'at, a ca.s(' of 1';kp(,' iIlL('j'j'Pl'ing with the Uyo mai l 
sC'I:\'ivc resulting ill the culprit lJeiJl~: sentenced to one year s 
im prisouuicnt with- hard labour. 

8(,1'i0l1s t.hefts of mail matter took place at, Oni tsha where a 
mCII.!H']' of the public obtailled I'cgist('l"c(i letter and pn rcol 
receipts addressed to pel'solls ill care of (,he C. ),1. 8. Booksbop and, 
by 1'<'pl'C:-;CIl j il1g; himself as the addl'cssct' in each ease, took delivery 
of th« n'la ri vc ai-ti.-lc. 

Through the alertness of a counter clerk and the Postmaster, 
Ou it.shn, t,he thief was evcnt ua.lly discovcrc.I and received a. heavy 
seut.cncc of penal servi tudo live years together with twenty 
s t ro kt-s of j he cat. 

~\ confcdcrn.te oOnOO1'11('(I III one- case was bound over on 
accoun t of his vou th. 

A bag of mails was violated at, Port Harcourt Itailway 
8Ltt)lOIl while ill eIJal'[.;e of the ]>0:-;1; Olliee and although not.hing 
would seem to ha ve been stolell certain Iotterx, including registered 
a i-ticlcs, were illt,ed('l'l~d with. 

The clerk respousiblo was convicted, fined £G and dismissed. 
the Servicp. 

At Pod Harconrt two factory messengers were prosecuted 
for using caucollt-d postage stamps ill prepayment of telegrams 
tellci('l't'd for trunsmisaion with intent to defraud Iccveuue. One 
was fined ct,:;:; or Ol1e mouth's impt-isonmon t, the other £.::; or 
tom-teen days. 



A mail ru nuc r at Afikpo was prosecuted and Iiued £,1 and 
dismissed the ~en'jc(' for P!HiangeJ'illg the safety of a mail which he 
handed to a friend Ior convcyauce to Arikpo ILoad instead of 
performing the d llty himself. 

This business still has i ts dupes and it is surprising to note 
the station in life which some occupy. 

'I'ho demand for cha rtns and ho roxcopic (,(·adill;.!:s to cusu ro 
success in examinations, busi ncss 01' love, continues, mauy of the 
letters bearing miasion ad d I'ess('s alld ow' a ppl ican t dcxc: ri bing 
himself as a Pastor. The quack medicine business HUll th rives and 
one 01' two IlC,\' impostors have started ill the trade. 

One wit-h h(';ulqual't('j'S ill l nd ia was Iou ud to 1)(' opcl'atillg 
through an agent Oll the I \,()I',V Coast. 

These chai-Iataus ad vcrt.isc ex tcnsi velv, 1ll0fOtly by means of 
printed circulars sent, 'through the PUS!. 

The number of lotturs, et.c., ;-;topped durillg the -,"<'ar and 
returned to tile senders is !-!;in~!l below t,ogethel' with til(' v al u« of 
remittances enclosed t.horc in. 

Year. 
1 H2G. 

No. 
1)-\ I. 

Cou t a iniug reUlittall('('s yahwd at 
:£ Uit 10:-;. ltd. 

'I'hose figures S]lO\\' a slight 11)("'(';[:-;(' O\TI' t li()~·;(· of 1 B2:J w hiuh 
,yere :--- 

.:\ o. 'I'o tal aniouu t uJ' 1'('tlli"tt:ltlCeS ic tru-ned to 
sCllriers. 
I.::L-i7 'Is. Ed. 1\):2;). 

.. 

DlIring the year pl'i\;:te !cU('I' boxes \\"('l'e ill:-;t;dled at Victoria 
-eighi! Jal'go aud t.wcut.y-f'our xma ll. Of Ul('S(" all the large ones 
have been rented i;ogetll('J' wit h eigilt of the small ones and I am 
informed the demand for small boxes will become grea tel' during 1927 . 

PARCEL Posr J ~ CST:\" i·:SS. 
'I'ho hou "y parcel sci-vice (~~ [I).) is ])(-il1g used inel'easillgJy, 

ch iefly hy }Jetty tradel's who ['etail t!«: go()ds so I'('c'i>ln'd. NliCh 

parccl« aJ.'C inva.ria bly cOllf::>iglled to a ban k. 

DC'l'IABLE ~\ Wl'ICLlf;:-; BY LE'l"I'Elt POST, 

All incroasi ng number of lette]' pa('kefs 1)(,;lI'illg g]'('('ll Jal)l']s 
has been obser-ved III the urails rece-ived from E!l!2:ialld Ilm'ill!! the 
latter part of the year. So Ia:: lit j.I!~ u-«: has h~'('11 llwdn of the 
facility from Nigeria to overseas; this 11O\\-eYe1' may be due to the 
Jact that the s,n;tclll does nof ()pC'l'at,(~ lH'i.\\'('C'll Xigl'!'ia a nd Great 
Britain. 

1M J'j';l\IAL HEI'LY I) AW ('OU1'O:\'S. 

No inatanco of a ('OlIP(Jll llaving 1)('('11 presented has come to 
my notice. 

'\!OI\J<;Y OUlJEJ( Ih;SI:\"E8S. 

In this e]ass of bnsines« tho compct.it.ion of tilt' Ballks 0p(~lled 
at, Aha and Dcgf'llla would appeal' to have atlccted issues, the 
number of transactions at ALa. being fOl'ty-eight less than during 
H)25. The falling off ill the number of inonev oj'de)'s paid at .Aha 
was nine. 
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Ai Dq!('llla t·ll(' IIIOIII'Y O!'<I('!'S iSSll('d fell f"Ulll th ir tv-t wo In 
Ul2:J to tllij'j(_'('11 ill l\):!(i. 

c\ (;()JlSpiC'.lWllS fc'atul'c is ill(' hig dc('linc in the number of 
money ()!'<]('I'S iSSII('d at. Oilubra, t)11' liglllTc; I)Pillg on.- order at ,£18 
as corn p» j'('d w i t l: i,\\Tllj.\' .. Iou r ()l'iI('I'S \';dlle'd at. {>I!l2 Hs. 7d. in l\),~G. 
The ('au:')(' of I he I()s,; of IHISillt'~.;S ill t.h is ease is not known at 
present but enquir-y is lwillg ruacle. 

The 1'('('o]'(1s ~;lIO\\' j hat, C'ulll]l:tl'ed wirh last year there has 
boon a fallillL( olf as r('t';:t.l'ds t.hr- uumlxr alld value of monc v Ol'(lers 
issued but a's!i!~;I1t, il)(":(';I;;(' ill Ilotll the run nhor a n d value of' money 
orders paid, 

Busill('SS d()ll(' dUl'illg IH'.2(\ shows a slight ad vance over 1925 
as rcgards 'Deposits' t.ilen' heillg t.wen (,y-li ve more trans:wtioJ)s 
this yeaI' w it]: au addU ionul xu n i of +':'240 deposited. 

The' \Yithdl'a wa ls ' we n' six les;:; than in Hl2G but the total 
SUIll wir.hd raw n was .tl~l;-; gl'Caiel', 

A conaideruhl« illCl'C<lSe is shown in t.}w number an d value of 
depoxit« at P01'L HeU'('()LI d bu t, A ba and Uegama show Jarge 
decreases rlur: 1I(J dOllbt to Ow ('ulllpetiti()ll of the nalll;:s, 

I t Ilia," be' h()\H'\'C!' (Jw i t he year has not. been quite such a 
lH'OSllCl'U1l8 one for the slllaitl']' tl'ade1's as 1~):'!G and this may account 
to some extc-nt Ior the !(,SSC'I' quant-it," of HlOllCY ill cvidcJ1(,(~ as 
rcgal'd:c; money ol'der and sayillg~·; bank husinesf-l. 

111-) m.w Sa,"illg;-.: ban k accouut.s were upClwd dUl'illg the ,y<'<lr 
undor }'('YJeW; thaf is a dC('J'(~asl~ of ('ig!lt on lv as eompal'l'(l 'with 
HXc!G. 

The grand total of other public businoss dealt with at Head 
Offices shows increases in the l'er~istel'ed JetteI' (both posted and 
delivered) awl pu.rcel« (posred ) classes. Decreases are shown in 
telegraph», p<ll'eel:-; (deli vorr-d), and postal order (bo th i~';i:ittcd and 
paid) classes, 

N'O!{TlIEH.N DJVT8JOX. 

Tile year JIa,':i seen rnan ,: ell;illg('S conseqllent upon t.he 
L'oli tical l'u-o]'gauis<l tion of the Nor t hcrn L'ro v inces. It i las 
otherwise hecll·clnal'l.::cd 1),)' steady devolopino nt and it is hoped that 
a incasurr- of pl'(Jg;rc~,s has bC'(,1l a(',hi(~\'ed. 

EUROPEA:\ kTAFF. 

'I'he Dopar tment.'s eHorts 1.0 maintain cOlltJilluity ol' «on t.rol ill 
the Divi sion wr-rc fJ'l!:-;tl'at('d by the till 1'()]'Csecn xickuess of the 
Divisional 8111'\'ey01', Port Harooui-t, and in Ma.rr-h, 1\11'. .Jessop took 
over the w o rk oi the Division Irom Mr. Huu t instead of from Mr. 
Harcour-t as had beon antici pa tcd. 1\1 r. JCf;:SOP lias remaiucd in 
charge throng-bont t.ho remainder of t110 year. 

Mr. 'roll heing in va l id er] ill .\lay a.fkr a tour of seventeen 
months w a» relieved at .los 1>y l\I1'. Hunt whose depadlll'e from 
Kallllll,L sYlichrOllisl'd with ..1\1)'. Bales' ar-rival em t.ransfer from Lagos. 
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In April Mr. Hunt obtained a SecoIHi Class Cert.ificato in the 
City and Grrilds Institute's Technological IDxamilla tion. 

At the cud of the year the EUl'()pean ;.)ul've.\' st af] was at full 
strength. 

I regret being unable to report allY improvemc nt ill the staff 
position from a uumoi-ical point of view, for t.ho numbers are less now 
than a year ago. 

'I'he COlTcSpond('IlC'c Brandl ill the Ollice uf the SUl'veyol'­ 
in-Chatge is st:dkd lIy tln-cc «lcrk« loaned from the Survey Hide 
of the Department. The lleed for cJricicllt trl!st,wuJ'tlly clerks ill 
this section is grcat and a request has been llUH1(, tll(1t Govci-nmont 
may be invited to transfer qualified men. It is quite inrpossible to 
rccruit 1'1'uLatiol1Cl'S ill the north at ,t;2 o r £:~ 1)('1' inou t.h. A II the 
promising aucl intelligellt boys with allY o x pcr ieuco 11l'L'fcl' to accept) 
jol is with the (lu bl ic \Vol'k:-: l repartmon t alld ut her Departments 
whore high salaries (.i.:(j to .-t10 a mon th) ar« paid hom Speeial 
V otcs. 

StaH challges of note (11'(, as follows :~--- 

.lohnsou, xv. ~. Postal Olcrk a Ill! 
Telf';.;rapilist 

Details. 
C'(\llyict,ptl of IH'I'jUJ'Y aud 

S"llt<"llC('d to :1 months 
im prisotuu e n t w i I.h !ianl 
la huur. 

(\rnvidt'd of stealing: jlw·;tal 
()rd(~rs in transit. :i years 
irn prisounu-u t wit.h . liard 
labour . 

S(I III 1'. 

Wilsoll, o. Iv1. 
(J nl'/c. 

Postmastr-r I. 

. luwah , (:. w. do. ("lIlyj.'t ('d of ,.;1t'alillg p,)slal 
() r Ii" I'S ill transit. 1;) 
mon til" uu pri"olllllcll t with 
liard la hnu r. 

,. 
K,rlllllllnli,.J. l '. 

Nimrod, E. F. do. 

Aluah.u», ~\L B, Post.nrast.c I' L 
B1'oWI1(" ii. to. do, 

11l\'ali!i('d. 

\\'ithill tbe liurit s of their ability, and with tho exception of a 
few well-known, habit.uu.l slacker-s, the stafl ha vo wet-ked well. 

'I'he qualifu-nt.ions of the hoys SI;'llt out It-om tho School have 
been the subject of corrt-spoudeuc« and a urisundoratanding that 
existed has been tln'cslted out and d isposcd of. Too much was 
expected of tbese youths. A better uuck-r-st andiug now exists. 

HUII,DINGS. 

The new post, oflic« at :;/,aria has lWC'1l taken oyer. The 
sorting office is reported upon as bpi ng far too sillal]' It is hoped 
to exchange the old post office at :;/,al'i~t for a Hailw,1Y building at 
Duchi-n-Wai, the latter to scr vo as a post, olliec and ('le1'ks' qum-tc-rs 
when a post and telegraph BU b-office is opened. 

At .J os com plot.ion of the ex tension to the office has been 
delayed for lack of mutorin.ls. A lthough unfin ishcd the sorting. 
office extension was used for dis poaing of the Christmas mails. 
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A new temporary building. ill a more c-onvenient situation, is 
being erected at A buja. " 

'I'em pura.rv buildings have beell prov ider] at Damat.uru and 
Potisktun for the oflic('s and clerks' q uar tcr«. 

At Yulu awl Lau the pro vision of new pcruianont buildings 
has, for the time being, been allowe-d to stand over . 

• \lAIL ~EnvwEs. 

Genera.lly speaking the mail services have been well 
maintained, the Kau» -Xluidugur! ;':'lcl'\'iee exceptod. This st'l'yice 
has alwavs beell a sou rc.: of tl'olliJi(" part.i(',uJal'iy ill t.1l<' }C:LilO s(~d()r 
of the route, 'that part uf the '-i(~l'\'iee (Kanu Pot.iskum: has been 
cut out and BOrIH! ma il-. now «i rcu la tr ria .Ios. !"rom ,)():-J to Bauchi 
and between Pot iskum and :\! air!uguti they an' takell b,), motor, 
T'he Banchi=Ponisk ruu ~,()etor I~'; Illaintained hy re-lay carriers. 
Endeavour» to provide a motor sCI'vi(,t' tltl'ougllout, the journey, 
J os-i\laidllguri, arr- jH'ing made. 

Bv scndinu the Yola mails from -Ios to Hauc-hi bv motor a, 
day has ~beell sa,~'ecl and Kaduna is now within eight d::lY~ of ola ; 
a mail leaving -Ios OJI \Iollday I'cat'h(><,; Y')1:1, Oil the f()llowing 8atIH',lay. 

I t has 1)(::('11 pussi bl« to abolis.h the 1 hi Lau sf'l'\'iee and to 
re-route Lau via Numa n. Th« new i-ourr- is much quicker. 

Political consi.lerattons ll('('('ssitated the n boll tion of the 
Kauo-Azaro service. ..c\Jl mails Em' tile Katagulll Division of Bauchi 
now circulate via .Ius and Kukugad u. Fo r th« 8,U1W reason the 
Keili--Ahuja rou tr- has heell abando!1ed and a lIew sr-rvice, Mirma­ 
Ahuja, established .• 

'I'lic l{ulltagura-JjllJ'u mail !-JCl'VICO has becll extablished 
whilst the closing of Lok o Sub-Omen enabled us to discont.inue the 
service hetwe('ll that statioll alld !'(,{Ii. 

;\Jtllongll trains an, !lUI\' 1'1I11llillg 11I()]'(' U)' l('~;s regltlarl.\T OIL 
the ];],;stCl'll Uail\\'ay full LlS(' lias Jiut, heell 11 ad(' of tile servir-es 
because the Construot iou au tho rit irs I'('fuse to ace('pt j'('spollsibility 
for thc uuail bags. c\. convoymn n aC('Olllpallies an unrcst.ricted 
service once' \n:('kly ill ('lthel' dil't'c,ti\)w, Iwt,\\'('('IJ Kadulla and 
Makurdi and a mail, coufinecl to 1111l'(~~:i8teJ'!'d official correspoudeuce, 
is exchanged, also \\ ('ukly. 

Dil'cct \'u\lchillg: 1)('t\\'PC'lJ Kadull<l Hlld th« ('oh)lJif;S of ~iel'ra 
Leone aud tile Gold ('nasi has hl'\'lI d isoont.i nucd, correspondence 
circulating cia Lagos . 

.:\IAILS: (}nmCAHRL\GE OF. 

The ovcreal'l'jage and llljsd(~li\'('l'y of mail hags became so 
frequent, thut stcl)S were lJeillg taken to represent the matter' to the 
Traffic Manager. As, however, the heavy Christmas traffic was 
handled without mishap llO further action has been taken. 

A ttention had to he {'aIled to th« 1 C-ill t.rocluct.ion of the 
system whereby parcel mails were not. forwarded by the Boat 
Express. ~o delay is being experie-nced 110'\\'. 



~T ()~EY ORJ)Eg A:;; [) H.\ \T\GS HJ\:\J.\ BT-SI:\ES::-;. 

I have made lllallY cnq uu ics ill «ouue x io» w ith t h« almost 
staznau t positiou at wh ich tl\(' ailu\'v da"Sl':-i of business seem to 
have arrived, 1 lind that t l«- <:UiV;tlltagt'S of t h« money orrler 
system are rarely if e-ver c-x pln i ued :lIJ(l that almost w ithout 
exception a cuun ter clet-k \\'()uk! nruch rather issue twentv one-pound 
postal orders t.hau ()lH' monc-v order for ,£:20. ?dauy Senior Clerks 
perf'oruriug counter duties k no w not hi usr of l1lUllP\,' order business ~' c·· 
and J belie-ve that p()stuwster.c;, who ill some cases retain the money 
order pad and ir-;slie the urders, eIH:ourag(' Couu te;: Cle-rks to sell 
postal orders so that tll('.': (the Post.mas tor s \ an' not troubled with a 
money orde r t.rausaction. 

It is my OpiIlioIl that the monov orcle r s(·j'\·ke would become 
popu lar if teJegnLph Jlj()IlCY orrl crs were int.roduced. 

l)cllusitol's wlw have closed their ~a\"ings Bank Accounts 
stated when questioned t.ha t thpy did so because the Post Office 
Illllllhl1gg(·d tl\Plll t(lO much. 'l'11<',\' tell nit' thar when they 'want 
their muuev there is always a pa ln vcr about t.ho signature n ud they 
have to wait to(l IOllg hefon' they can get their "VPI'Y own money." 
'I'he "signatm'e palaver " is, of courue, due to the fact that many of 
these semi-literate people harrllv ever write their names t\V1Ce alike. 
It follows therefore that the signature Oil the withdrawal notice 
rarely resembles thn t on the rlr-posi to r« declaration: hence an 
Accounts Biaur-h query. 

CHARLA'l'A,NIC COnlU'JSPO~DENCE. 

The number of letters containing money intercepted during 
the year was thirty-four. 'I'his is a decrease. No record of applica­ 
tions for catalogues is kept. The requirements of the foolish people 
sending money to these merchants fall under one of two headings 
(a) they wish to be in possession of char-ms and" brn in powder" 
that will enable them t.o pa~s tho "Clerical En trauec.' presumably 
without the eflot-t of studying for it; ~b) those o[ ll'OI'P mut.urc years 
who wish to enlist the" Pl'ofesso}"s " aiel in conucx ion with domestic 
events of n curiously intimate nature, 

PAHeELS . 

. Judging by the number of parcels o ver 11 Ih. ill weight 
received from overseas it is evident that the concession is 
apprccia.to d. 

Ij~XP1{ESS DIU.IVERY, 

It is too earlv to report upon the above described service. 

LOS'l' OF ~1 AILS Al'D POS'fAL ~fA'i'Tlm. 

In .Ianuary and again ill February a mail bag was lost 
between Bauchi and Nafada. III each instance the bag contained 
nothing but letter and parcel bills. 

Other cases of vlolation were to the mail between .J os and Ibi 
where one parcel was st.olcu, and to a l\iaidugul'i Kuuo despatch 
whe ro the contents of one jl,u'c('l \\'t\J'(' remove-d n nr l another entirely 
disa ppeared. 

III i.1O ease could a.ny t rar:c 01' the missiur; parcel or the 
culprits be discovered. 



BUHGLAHIES. 

III May Keff Office was broken in to at night. Nothing was 
missed. 

In Jllne an attempt was made in Kaduna by three individuals 
to break into the office of the Survcyor-in-Uharge. A messenger 
raised the alarm and the would-be thieves made off before entry 
could be effected. 

Ol'ENIN(! AND OLOSING Oli'F~CES. 

The postal agency at Potiskum was converted into a Posts 
and Telegraphs sub-office in May and during the year all arrange­ 
ments were completed so that Dama.tu ru could hp opened as a Posts 
and Telegraphs su b-otlice on the 1st of .Ianuary, U)27. 

Postal agellcies were established at Argungu, Hhendalll and 
Znru and a l{ailway agellCY at Cha.llo wa. 

The inaunurat.ion of the Baro Minna Zaria 'I'ravelliug Post 
Office has satj~fie(l a real Hced and ,Lll eve-r illcn~asillg volume of 
business is being trnnsacted. 

The sub-otliocs at, Lo ko .uu I ;':al';lIb w('1'e closed down and 
Ageneboc1e has been tl'(LIlSfel'l'ed to the \\'estcl'll Division. 

TOl)HS OF INSPEC'l'ION BY DUH\'EYIl\(; OFFICl;;HS. 

The only offices Ull visited were those on the Zungcru-Bokoto 
road, As a Political Officer is resident in each station and the 
accounts arc checked regularly ]\0 ullcasilH'sS is felt, ill respect 
of these places. They will he visited, however, at, the first 
oppor tunit.y. 

The completion of the Bauch i Maiduguri deviation is the 
principal event under this heading. In terrupt.ions were freq uent 
during re-building and souiet.imus rather prolougcd hut r.he position 
was realised by all concerned and IlO couiplaint was recei ved. 
Faults on t.his lines are lIOW almost non-e-xistent. It is all «xcellcnt 
-circuit, 

The two lines .\1 inna- Lokoja are of tell ill contact but 
communication call gcnerally be established by d iscouuect.ing one. 
I believe the Telegraph Engineer, Miuua, is shortly re-regulatiug 
his section of the route. 

For eight days from :2Utll Xl arch, 192G to Gth April, 1920 the 
Keffi-Jamaa circult was interrupted. 

In March it, was stated that tile Euugu Kaduna lines would 
be handed over on tbe l st of Ajn-il. These lines are not yet ready 
for traffic. 

'I'he number of mutilations is stil! too high but an improve­ 
ment has been effected and operators, generally speaking, are taking 
more care. Indolence and carelessness have been responsible for 
more mutilations than inability to interpret the morse signals. 



TELEPHONES. 

::\1 any serious complaints \Yf:l'l' made in counexion w ith the 
service ill Kaduna. The «onipla in ts ,\"Pl'C (,:ll'l'i"ully investigated and 
were found to he just i licd. ~ In !"'lIliH' instances tho c~aults ~v~re 
traced to the operators, in ur\wl's tu the apparatus, 'I'h« posi tion 
is now satisfactory. 

A complaint from the Kal10 Chamber of Commerce 'vas 
invesbigated and the matter put right. 

'rile Zar ia system is no w wor k ing but at '.los that stage has 
not yet been reached. 

So far the Kaduna .Iuucrion Exehange has Dot justified itself. 

Pri vute iustnlla.tion» lla ve Ih~ell erected at Bauchi and 
1\1 niduguri. 

COl\J INC E\"E::iTS. 

New offices arul telephone l'xchanges at Bukuru and Ba.rikin 
Lad.i. 

Postal agellcies at H'un t uu, Gusa.u, Kafanchan and Gudi. 

The transfer of f\f akurcli. Igulllali, and Oturkpo from the 
Eastern to the Northern Di visiou, 

The opening of the T'~ast('rll !bih\"ay to ordinary t.raffic. 

A new post office at Kad una Capital in H)27-28. 

WE8'rK!ic,\ DI VI8IOS, 

EUIWPEA:\ ~'rAFF. 

Up to Jm18 this year the European Staff in this Division 
consisted of the Divisional Surveyor, two ASSIstant Sm'\'eyors and 
one Tdu,:.u'aplt Iusll'uctUi". OBe ~\_s:-;istaIlL SUl'H;YC)j_' was in charge 
of the Central Province aud on.- l'('maiJH'd at Headquarters to assist 
the Divisionui SUl'veym alld i ns pcct the oakes in the \Yestcrn 
Province. 

OIl the 18th ,J une ~\ll'. K 8, "\lolJl'C\ Assistant Surveyor, 
proceeded on k-avo and tlw \\"t'sterll Pro vince wus withont an 
Inspecting Officer. A.s it was iiuposxihl« for the Divisional Surveyor 
to leave Headquat-tors, the offices ill the \\'estern Provinces could 
Hot he i n spec tecl until all officer "I'as available . 

.Mr. E. 8. l\loore and :\ I r. K Tull, ~\8si8talllJ .8nrveyors, 
returned from leave during ;\oyelllher last, but as Mr. Adams 
proceeds on leave OIl 28th .Ianu.n-y, aucl ivl r. 1~, 8, Moore will 
relieve him and Mr. Tun relieves 1\Il'. Rousseau who proceeds on 
leave and eventually retires from the Scn'ice, the unsatisfactory 
situation in the Western Province remains. 

At the commencement of the year the position of the African 
staff was as follows:- 

CLERICAL. 

Authorised 
Actual 1 ;) 2 

ell. Supt. SHpL H.D.3 L.D. 1 
;~ 
2 

LoP. :2 Total Deficit. 
1 7 



Au thoi-iscd 
Actual 

('11, supt, Supt.. 

Ii 
(j 

L.D,2 
138 
51 

'rota I 
180 

Deficit. II.D, :I 
14 
0;' 

r.,n, I 
()~ 

17S 

Wi t.h t lu- (·()tIlllteJl{·(·IlI(~llt of 1,11(' 11C\\ Iiuanciul ycur J~12() :~7 
the authorised staff was increased on the ~)ul'veyillg side by 

t'Il, :-;\1 pt. 
I 

SIiPt. Total. 
In 

ILl), :j 
'j 

" 

i..». 1 
I~ 

L,D,2 

Durillg II\(' yea]' the actual staiI was alway» below thai of the 
authorised, iJ('ing <IS muc-h as s i x t oo n helow at a eertaill period, 
A t the Pl'{,SCllt 1110111('111 tlu- ro is xt.i l l :1 deficit, or sen'll. 

.-\8 the tkhool has bee-n tiH' o nl y -ource of sl1pply fur the 
whole of \"igel'ia, .uu l as the wast;lg<' lhl'()ugllOliti the «ouutry has been 
great, the Ncll'}()l has hce n uua hl« to pl'Odu('<~ sufficien t numlxua of 
efficien t j plegr'apilists t() !lwct t he d(,111:IIl<l" of this Di vision. 

( )l"I"ICl£S. 

\"u IH'\\ P()st a III I lelegl'apL ollie('s I):L\(~ been opened but it is 
autici p,Lted that otlicea will be opened at, A papa, He and Edc ere the 
expir-at.ion or thi s tinam-ial year. An oflico iN contemplated at 
",,\shaLl but ()Willg to lack of acconunoda.tion it is ext,ecmr'ly doubtful 
if the office will mat.oi-ia.lisc for a few mon t.hx. 

Tile t;lIb-()1lil't~S of Agcucbode and (Jgwashi Uku were trans­ 
f('I'l'ed 011 October last from the con trol of the Nor-thern and lBasterll 
Djvisiow.; J'('Sl)(~dively to the con trol of this DiviNioll. 

Ondo was conver tcd Iron: a pustal agency to a departmental 
sub-offic-e OJ) ;JOth M ct~', n12(i. 

.\ UENCJI<;:-;. 

)JO 11e\\- postal agency has been opened hut one has been 
sanctioned at If'o Hailwa,v Station and the question 01' one at Agbesi 
has been rais.-d. 

:':')0 SOUII as t.lie sauct.ion of the Supervising Agellt of one of 
tIle fu-nis at .\ shu ka has been obraiued, an ageney will he opened at 
that plar-«. 

Pus tal () nk I' 

and t.he matte)' of 
oou«i de l':l {. i() II, 

biISilll'SS has 1J<'l'll ext.eJlded to Ogbomosllo, 
cxt(,l1(lin~~ such 11l1sin('kR to l lar-o is under 

l·~ l.iJLI)1 N (j!-;. 

Pust OI1'l<'e 1)(lildill~S have bccn ('n~('Led at ,\papa, Ifl' and 
Ede and a 11(,\\' oH'le(' is in til(' st.atc of el'cdioll at Ihara, Abeokuta. 

'rill' ('l't,cti()11 01' t he !lew huildings at Oshogbo and Ondo 
sanctioned ill tile H).·~() "27 ~~stilllates~ has not yct commenced. The 
office for Oshogbo is bcinp; held up for want of certain material from 
Ureat Hritn in. Tile dl'b,v in dcli vcty of the mater-ial is due to the 
recent c-oal strike. 



The quest ion of obtaining the ground nUn!' of t.lu- Oustoms 
House at, Buru tu has now been sl'ttled, and it is hoped that the 
office will h(' trRlisfelT('\l shortly. 

The ne w 1)lliJdillg at Owo W,tS ('()illpletcd during April and the 
transfer from the old to the new took place OIl 22ml or that mout.h. 

'I'he buildings at Warr i, ~ap('h' and Bellin an' totally inade­ 
quate, aud ne w huildings at those plaet's ar« impcrat i vo. 

The lmi!dillg .... ; at, Hun a m l c\kui"t:. arc no t hurglar proof, aud I 
have arrauged to have the windows protected by ex pa.nded metal, 

(JU A 1~'l'hW';. 

Quar-ter-s fUI' all .Assistant DUl'VCY0J' have been sauct.ioned at 
Oshogbo but it, is doubtful if th« hu ildiug will he erec ted within the 
present financia.l yea r. 

'I'he quartors fed' the ::)ulJ-PostdIlClStcl' at Uhiaja are fallillg 
down and at pl't'Rcnt the S\lb-PoNtll1a~h'1' is hou socl ill oue of the 
Native Administ ration houses. The question of (,l'('ction of new 
quarters has been .gOIH_" in to and the Disij]'ict Of1'[('('I' has promised to 
advise the A ssi~, La-nt, NlIl'Y('Yol' as to i.lu- ('()sL 

The extcusion of the OsilogllU-;\ kurt' uro to r' sCi'\-i('e to Asaba 
OIl alternative weeks was Iiroughf into operation last July, and 
alU1011gh at. the eomJnf'lICCHH'nt it did not Pl'OH' a Sll('C('SS, it hal'; dOTH: 
so since. 

The s(,l'viee opi'l'aks 111 COlllH'X:JOll with th« I P and Down 
Boat 'I'rain . .. 

The extension has caused an aecelel'atioll of several dan; ill 
the delivery of the UOIIH' mails, at Ben in, .Asal):l, Agbol' and Ollitsila 
and gives th« addres:-;('l's enough time to reply by the steamer Oil its 
return trip to {Gurope. 11'01' instance. t1H' mai ls Io r ()nit-:-;hH f()lTI1('I'I~' 
circulated viu L\1 iuna, Hal'O and Lokoja, and J'e~wbed the-ir dcstinat.ion 
one week aftier u.rri vn l ill I ,:t~~os bill. no xv t.he v lean' Lasros on ~ 'L', 

'I'hur sday evening and reach Ouibsha on Saturda,y afternoon. five 
days earlier t.ha.n formerly. 

l)t~sides bellefit.illg the plae('s Oil the din'd "Ollt,!, it has 1>0('11 
advautageous to placeH fed by t.hat route such a:-: Ulldl), Ado-gkiti, 
Ubiaja, A uchi, ;\ g(~ll('h()de and Og wash i-Fk u. 

Previously Agenebode bad oulv a fod:tligh t ly service via 
Lokoja huf it, no w ha~~ all ;lecelCl'atpd \\'l'ckly s('J'\'iCt, viii .\ghol'. 

relw sen'ice \.1) Ugwa . shi-Uku has boon revised and the iunner 
now meets the mo tor on its out.wai-d and inwa i-d jOUl'llCY1'5 at a poi ut 
on the route eight Illiks from Ogwashi-Fl..:u instead of as formerly 
having to go into "\gllol' :1 distance of tW('llty·eigllt mile-s. 

A mail scr vio« Let ween Auchi aut l Agellc!){l(le was inst.itu ted 
l sl: November, I H:2(j. 
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There bas been no other change but the question of motor 
services to Ijcbu-Ode and Epl' ria Ibarlan, and to Ubiaja- A uehi­ 
Agenehode from ;\ghor are under «ousidorat iou. 

PAlUTL \lAILS. 

The delay in the arrival of the parcel mail 1'01' SapeJe, Benin, 
Agbor, Ubiaju and Ogwashi-Uku is still a sore point. At present 
such mails are eon veyed to Fore-ados by the sea route awl thence to 
Sapele by launch. As connection 1>0t\\'('CII Lagos and Forcaclos is 
very irregular, a delay of til !'('C 'weeks or more is of frequent 
occurrence, for owing to the hulky nat ur« of the mails, it, is not 
possible to put them on the Lagos-Sapcle launch. 

TELEGILI. [,HS. 

There has heen considerable improvement in the disposal of 
the telegraph trullic. Tile delay wl.ich used tu be so apparen t has, 
except for isolated eases. practically disappeared. J attribute this 
to improvement in the lines and to tho appoint.meu t of a better 
class of Africans. 

The new line to Ijebu-Ode and Epe from Ibadan was opened 
on 5th .Iuly, and the work 011 the ne w Ondo line has commenced. 

The conununity at Asha kn and at Asc have asked for a line 
to be erected to those places but ()willg to the lack of funds, the 
request cannot be complied with. 

The Hesideut, Abeokuta, hu.s again brought up the question of 
the extension of the telegraph to Ilaro but nothing can be done 
at present. 

TELEGRAPH SCHOOL. 

'I'hcro has boeu 110 diflic ul ty :-;U £;11' as numbers are concerned 
in procuring boys Io r training, but t1Jo1"0 has been diflioult.y in 
securing iJoys capable of becoming cflicicut telegraphists. It bas 
been found that boys over sixteen years of age are not suitable, and 
.application» from such are nut no w hcing e ntertaincd. 

I cannot pass the subject of the School by without stating 
that great credit is due to 1\1 r. Rouaseau in the way the School has 
been carried on. 

Complaints from the public have- conside-rably diminished 
which I \'CJltUl'C' to say pro\'(' that tho service has been steadjly 
iniproviuu; throughout this Di visiou. 

An English parcel mail for \Yarri whilst being conveyed to 
Sapele by the s. s, " SllOnga" wus Ycry bu dly damaged by smoke 
and sea water through the boat eatchillg tire. III order to prevent the 
total dcst.ruct.ion of the boat, it was submerged with the result that 
the parcel mail was under water fur several days. When the boat 
was raised and the parcel mail cx t.rae ted, t.he majority of the parcels 
were found to be so badly damaged that .Ielivery was out of the 
question, The matter of liability and compensat.ion has not yet 
been decided. 

A bag of parcels was lost between \\~arri awl Sapele whilst 
being con veyed by Baka rc's mo tor to Sapele. The contractor has 
agreed to paying corupensat.ion. 



ToLd. Value. 

[ s, d, 
67.GH3 , t6li}) 14 9! 
26,v:l3 1,359 18 51. 

2 

40,628 10\1 16 4 

The following returns of uudisposahle postal puckets, 
parcels, otc., for 19~2:)--1926 may he of interest 

Januarv-> Dece til her, 

Number dealt with 

25,G!}() 

Pap"r~ .iud 
P:li·k(_~t:-;. 

Lot ter» alld 
Post Cards. Pan'(~h;. 

48,027 19,1~H 408 

Returned to Senders 1,:'511 287 

11.017 t~l Unreturuable 

Hevenne Irom sale of ITndi";}lo";;l,hl(' Parcels £:10 lis. 2d. 

1.\l:'H 
Januarv -> December. 

Letters and Papers aud Parcels. Total. Value Post Cards. Packets. 

1: s. d. 
Number dealt with 50.5;:)0 18,768 B6~~ 69,581 1,051 17 1 

Returned to Senders 23,462 4,770 2B7 28,169 966 16 2 

Unreturnable 27,088 n,998 126 <11,212 85 0 11 

Revenue from sale of Undisposable Parcels £15 98, Ld. 

1(t25 

.Ianuarv =December. 

Letters and 
Post Curds. 

Papers and 
Packets. Parcels. 

Number dealt with 51,797 

W,1OS 

16 :WO 356 

Returned to Senders 1.7,331 ii,l,)~ 283 

iH,466 Unreturnable 

Total. Value. 

,~ s. d. 
68,,11:5 2,076 ;:; 0 

:m,7G6 1,518 0 7 

J4,tH7 558 4 5 

Revenue from sale of Und isposable Parcels .£12 12,.;, Od. 

1926 
.Ian liar.'>' -- D,~('elll bel', 

Letters and 
pl)~t CanlH. 

361 

Pupcrs and 
Packets. Parcels. 

Unreturnable 31,403 

271 

1(),ti72 Number dealt with 

Returned to Senders 

"'I 90 

£ s. d. 
72,695 2,P40 19 11 

21,322 2,840 12 5 

48,373 100 7 6 
"_-------"- 

Total. Value. 

Revenue from sale of Un.Iisposable Parcels £11 13s. 10d, 



,\ l'P!~XJ>I X I, 
(,a) (hand tota I receipts show all increase of t2:1)l7tS 01' l()"l)ljo. 

Tho actual in oroasr- in ro vornu: from cash transaction: .. \ is, 
l:7,10I, 

(c) Kxp(~1l(litlilT shows <1 Ill't il1Cl'C'(1S() of J":G,mJO. 

\d) Increase of three po-rtal agencies .. one Rail \va,y agency 
and OIW t rnvclliusr P()st OmC(', 'l'he su b-otllce at N afuda 
\\'a:-; c10:-;('<1 clown. 

(e) Iricrcuso due to HI\' l"sno of lWW Sm.'IOS of 3/- and 2/G 
po:-;tagn stamps, 

j 
I 

I 
«(() Tit C' d( '(']'(",l ~;(' of X,:2~() posta 1 p~H'kag'("s j::-; 1 ;.trg'cl y accountor 1 

1'01' by rho lack of ncwspupcrs. ;3(iKJ:j2 less than Iast year 
h av iur; 11(\(,11 I'e('('iy('d. (luring 11w ~~'("n('nll st.ri k o :111<1. with 
]'e~anl to paree Is. (l :-;1 ump ill trade due to the same 
1'(':1:-;011. 

(b) ,A d(~Cl'CaS(' () I' .~{ l)-(;\'! oj' ,-dl::L i It post» 1 correspondence is 
d n« to t.h« CHlIS(,:-; ~·;lW\Yll above. 

(,o) TIl<' (kc)'('a~(' ill th« uu uiboi of pal"('('I:-; or ,IJ;·W j~ duo ill 
part to the g:Oll('l'(ll strikr: and to tho introduction of the 
lH'<lY_Y parcels t.a.ri tl'. 'I'hor« i s a n i ncreaso of ,£;,,)4,00)) in 
111(' y:111l(' ni' pnJ'{'(,ls j'('('piv('d (1]\(1 tUi!O is ill(' iurroaso of 
Customs dll! ie~ ('ollvetc'(i. 

U") All i ncroaso of 1.0:21 is shown ill tIl(' nrunlror of parcel« 
de~patcJw(l: 

ApPENDIX Ill, 
(a) (oJ A decline iu money order business IS set off by the 

increase in postal order transactions. 

A PPKNDIX rv. 
Au increase in tho numbe-r Of postal order transactions 

i ssuod awl paid. is recorded. 

ApPKNUIX V. 

The l'OVOHU(' [rom t;('legTa.ms shows an incroaso of 
£1,642 or 4'8'1~' 

A I'PENDIS YL 
All inoroaso of £·1'12 from puhlic telephone subscribers, 

is recorded, lWi11g' an inerO<lR(1 of [j·H{/~. 

AppgNDIX VII. 
Increases of 2:)(; pole miles. LmW wire miles and of 89 

sets of apparatus an' recorded. 

G. 1. RIGHrrON. 
J 'ostmccster- Generai. 


