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Annual Report of the Posts and Telegraphs
Department for the year 1926.

THENFERAL
RBuvevve Axp IEXPENDITURE.

Vrespite the coal strike in England with its consequent effect
on the general trade of Nigerin the services of the Posts and
TG](’“l’lth Department \lmmﬂ 1926 have not only been maintained
but i some instances show inereases over 1925, The net revenue

£6,852 greater than that of the previous yvear while the total
e\pf'mhfﬂ!zo shows au increase of €4,4990.

CUROPRANY Srare,

The Department sustained a very serious loss in thoe early
months of the year by the enforced retirement, owing to family
veasons, of Me. F. M. Woolley, the Postmaster-CGeneral, M, Wooiley
camme to Nigervin as the \w: stant Postinaster-General, Northern
Nigervia, in April 1905, became Postmaster-General of the Northern
Protectorate i October 1910 and on the amalgamation of the
Nigerias, sccepted the post of Deputy DPostimaster-General under
Mr. Somervitle.  He was appointed Pustmaster-General in Novem-
ber, 1920 and 1t way be said, without fear of contradiciion, that the
advance of the Department hoth in the scope of its services and in
efficiency was largely due to Mo Woolley's unique knowledge of
the Colony and its necds, and to his intimate acquaintance with the
general palidic and his brother officials,

© Other changes«n the Hurvopean Staff duving the year were as
foltows - Mr. Go L Righton, Deputy Postmaster-General, to be
Postmaster-Generad (5.4.26); My, A, C. Parker, SBurvevor, perma-
nently  invalided (27’.}‘7 26); Mo 8. K. Avery, Benior Aceountaut,
transferred to Treasury 2826 Mre. AL MeCormick, Assistant
Accountant, promoted fo be Sepior Accountant (2 8.26); AMre. W. J.
Collison, seconded from the Comptroller and Accountant General's
Deparvtment, General Post Ofice, London, to be an Assistant
Aeccountant (3.11.26); Mr. D SMandeeson, 'IC:;;_»;inem' Probationer,
appointed Assistant KEuogineer (19.0.26); Mr. T G. King, Engineer
Probationer, appointed as Asnistant ftnouaue superpumerary 1o
Establishiment (10.11.26); Me, AL E. Cheal, Fore mzw was promoted
to be an Insnector, Grade 11 (L9260 and Mo W, (twkm, Foreman,
retived (3.7.26); Messrs. fm:\ and Christie were brought out, on
w:m'men’r as T fegraph Foremen, their appointments datuw fw i

ih(‘ 29th September, 1926,

On the 3lst December, 1926, vacancies existed for the posts
of Deputy Postmaster-General, Assistant Surveyor (1), Postmaster-
Surveyers (2), and an Assistant Accountant /1% As the last three
posts are amongst thoge to which i is proposed to appoint Africans,
it may be said that the Furopean staff was only two officers short
of normal Establishment.

Excinesr TPROBATIONERS.

The system of recruiting men in England as Engincer Proba-
tioners and giving them an mtenswa training under the General
Post Offiee, The Unnsnii}mr Fngineers and at various engineering:
and railway workshops has proved an unqualitied success. )

[
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Buororrawy Forpamex aNp Ixsreerors,

Difficulty is still being experienced in filling appointments for
these Grade “ B posts.

One cfficer, Mr., 1. H. Loney, Inspector, has been seconded
throughout the year as an Assistant Engineer in charge of Railway
Telegraphs Constraction.

The bealth of the Ruropean stall bas, on the whole, been
good but 1 have to record with regret the long and painful illness of
Mr. G. P. Lewis, Divisional Survevor, who was absent on sick leave
from the 10th December, 1925, until the close of 1926 he has, 1 am
glad to say, since resumed duty. The retirement of Mre. A, C.
Parker, Surveyor, whose invaliding can be directly traced fto
serious wounds received in the Great War, is also to be regretted.

AVRICAN BTARE,

Two senior appointments only have been filled during the
past year by the promotion of Mr. H. A. Paris, Chief Buperin-
tendent, to be a Postmaster-Surveyvor (19.8.26; and Mr. H. C. Pearce,
Pensioner, re-appointed as a Superintendent (13.12.26). Eight
senior appointments await reconnmendations from the various
Controlling Officers and it is hoped to fill the majority of these
vacaneies, in the superintending classes, during the early part
of 1927,

The Afrvican stafl position on the 3ist December, 1926, was

as follows :— .
Clerical 92 (103
Postinasters, ete. ... 475 (507
Telephonists .. 53 [ 56
Storekeepers... .. 16 { 17)
tnginecring (all grades) 577 (586
Postmen and Messengers .. 177 (191

T Note:—The figres in brackeis show the spproved establishment for 1026 97,

The changes during the year were 1 —

Retired on pension ... 4
Resigned e 3D
Invalided 5
Died ... v 19
Appointments terminated .. .00
Dismissed N V]
Transferred ., 2
Convicted ... . . e 3
Appointed from other Departinents 2

Most of the deaths vreeorded are those of men emploved in
outdoor work, such as Assislant Linemen. Under * appointments
terminated " are included thirty Telegraph and Clerical VProba-
tioners, who were unable to qualify for appointments, Over 507 of
the resignations accepted were those of unestablished ofticers, such
as Messengers, the majority of whow found the life of o Telegraph
Delivery messenger not to theiv liking,
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A study of the African staff figures brings home the fact
that the Department is still fur from full strength, and the position
woubld be fur worse were it not for the faet thal some scove or more
Probationers, over and above the normal limits of such lmﬁ*‘stab—
lishoed appointments, have been taken on te cover existing vacancies
in the permanent eswbiishinent,  fvery effort s made both in the
Telegraph Schoof aud by the Department generally {o train and
vefain all recruits lmt the percentage of these who, alter a short
trial, prove themscives unfitted for permanent appointment is still
very high,  Not unl\, is the stasdard of intelligence displayed
lamontably low but the general edueation, elementary as it undoubt-
edly s, of suceh Tads feaves mueh to be desired.

The training in the Te if_;‘;z;r: nh School has, throughout the
vear, been in the hands of M. G. D. Roussean, Tele uraph Lnstr uetor,
who has succeeded in Luum;gs out as (umpctcni} telegraphists
thirty-seven pupils to {ll appointments in the permanent Wstablish-
ment.

ARRIcAN TELEGRAVID M ATENANCE STAFEF.
The peneral standard of recyults, even for such posts as those
of Assistant Lincmoen, has been ralsed, with eeatifying resalts.

DUILnIsas,

New postooffices bave been baitt at Umuoahia, Zavia, and
Ondo and permanent bulldings are ncaring <ompletion at Apapa,
Ife, Bde and Imo River. Now * bhush” offices have been eyected at
Kumba, Bende, Abujn, Owo, Damatury J,mi Potiskum.

OpEIers,

New postal telegraphb oflices have been opened at Potiskum
and Damatura and postal u_;ma(:ius were opehed ab Nembe, Agbiam,
Argungu, hh{ ndam, Zure and Chatlowsn. The offices at Loko and
Ndf wda and the ageney af Gona-Gana weve elosed down.

‘ Moais

A considerable specding ap in the defivery of matis has been
effected Ly the uvse of motoy transport bebween Oshogbo and
Avaba on the Benin and Onitahs services, botwoeon lmzﬁu and
Abakaliki in the Ogojs Provinee and Norvihern Uameroons services,
and between Jos oand Dasehi o on the Baocht and Yola sevvices.
Mail despatchoes are now exchanged between Makordl and Kaduana,
and 11&\(“!“;’, post ilice has been opencd on the Daro-Ylinna
Zarvin soctions and serves all {he =mall sintions e ronfe. Hicamer
connections are now availibie for bi-monthly service between
Fagos and Vietorin, Cameroons,

Complaants have been received from the connmercial commu-
nities at Calabar, Opobo and Port Harcourd on the lnek of regular
services conneeting with the Homeward Bxpress Mail Boats from
Lagas,  Bvery ayvenue by which mails can be aceelerated has been
explored Lut 1 am ol opinion, thut vntil & regulary branch steanser
service bebween the South Coast povts and Lagos is established, ne
unprovement in present grrapgonmcends ean be effected.

t
. ' ‘1]~L;l‘ i,,f"!.

The peried of tetention for delivery of pareels was extended
from fourteen to twoentyv-one days and has so far not resulted in any
serious congestion at the main defivery offices.  The popularity of
the heavy parcels trafiic, Le. of parecls between 11 and 22 1.,
is shown in the ligures of 11,000 received in the fivst nine months of
the year or over 100 of the tolal niunber received from the United
luuﬂdom Tho “sweight” incerease hag been extended to the Gold
Coast and Sicrra Leone.
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The parcel mail United Kingdone Warri, which lefé Liver-
ool on the Ist September was totally destroyed, owing to a fire on
board 8.8, Shonga and the consequent flooding of the ship at
Napele.

The * green label 7 system, by which small dutiable articles
may be sent by letter post instead of the more expensive- - in thelr
case - pareels post rate, has proved an immediate success and many
hundreds of letter packets, thus labelled, ave being received by
every mail

Loss oF MAaius,

A mail despatched from Nafada to Bauchi on the 28th Janu-
ary and yvet another mail on the 26th February, 1926, {ailed Lo arrive
at theiv destination. The runner in each case was missing and no
arrvests were made. A parcelmail from Jos to Thi on the 21st June,
1926, was riffedd and one parcel was stolen. No arrests weve marde,

CHARLATANIC CJORRESPONDENCE.

The traflic in the “easy money” business in providing
chiarus, horoscopes, care-all medicines, spivit trumpets and che like,
ig still on the inerease and althoueb the Depaiticent has stopped, by
authority, several hundreds of letters addressed to various
“guacks” throughout the world, In-coming malls bring many
lotters, complete with charis, ete,, {or the dupes of these © medi-
cine men 7 all such packages, if brought to notice, ave stopped,  In
one division alone £164 10s. 1Id. in money value was returned to
secuders, many of whom are holding positions of frust amd res-
ponsibility, .

Kurther powers are being taken with regard to this traflic by
which iids hoped to put o period to such activitios or, at least, to
limit the widening circle of dupes.

PBURGLARIES.

The office at Mamte (Ciwneroons) was broken inte on the
might of the Gth March, 1926, the Keili Office was entered on the
night of the 3rd May, 1926 and the Oguta Olflice was also broken
into after official hours on the Hih Apreil, 18260 So far asis at present
known vo articles of value, other than Official “ Bee” clocks in
cach case, or of postal correspondence were faken away from any
of these places. Nooarrvests were made. The Keffi, Oguta and
Mawfe Offices are temporary “bush” buildings and it has to be
pointed out that mud and plaster boildings afford littie or no
protection for the many articles of vulue committed to the charge of
the Department, '

PosLie Busivess.

Ap increase bas, as usual, been recorded in the nuwmber and
amount of postal orders paid. viz:—4,816 valued at £4,103.

The money ovrder system is not ponular and the total amounts
issued and paid are beneath those vecorded in the neighbouring
Uolonies of Sierra Leone and the told Ceast. The reasons adduced
for this unpopuiarity are the excessive commission charged and,
within the Department, the fact of the advantages of such a system
being kept in the background by officers who prefer to sell postal
orders to the public rather than to have to issue a money order,
a slightly move complicated process.  Both objections are, however,
easily remedied.
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Privale boxes and baygs.- ~'This service is becoming increasingly
popular and ail new oi‘!m\, (nv now ttted with nests ui Loxes, while
existing ollices are beinge fifted with extra boxes or new fixtures as

the n(*(‘mslm‘ arises aud u]mmtumt\ offers

Poste Restante. This service is the onty medium by which
the delivery of letters is cifceted ot Provincial Offices and the
average number of ordingry letiers returned as undelivered during
the past four vears is 61 m) of which an average of 31,980 had to be
destroved as tm'l?etu'z-‘[m.bi{‘., this being due in the majority of cases to
the itiiterae vy of the senders.

Regisiered  Leiters,--The cstimated numbers of  registered
letters received and despatched are 160,840 and 96,200 respectively.
The average Afvican, very wisely, prefers to get o “book 7 or receipt
for any letter, ete., containing value or which wmay, in his eyes,
have value,

Express lellor serpiee and Reply poaid conpons—-Loth of these
services are in being, the lTormer between Great Bu‘tam and this
Colony and the lutter world-wide but up Lo the present the public
have not taken advantage of either of the systems.

Philately.—The amoeunt ol £1,510 25, Ld. was paid during the
vear by ostmmp eollectors for corrent issues of Nigerian postage
stangres, Noo onew designs have been introduoced since 1914, but
cortain of (he watermarks have been altered andd Lhe serial nuinbers
changed with {resh issues,

TELECRAPHS.

Buplex working was btmu.ui inte foree between Aba and
Onitsha, and the new Hone Hebu-Ode- 1‘,;;(' Thadan was opencd for
traflic on the 5th July, 1926, Interruptions were tew and far
between, excopt o) the UCaneroons section, and the principal break-
dowus recerded for the vear were at the aerinl erossing at Obubra
on tavo occasions, a failure on the Port FHarcourt-Bonny cable, and a
fine fuilure between Wellt and Jeman.

SrEcial Worss {(eeecizargs ANp MAINTENANCE.

Kastern Hailway Telegraph  Construetion, ineluding  the
Bukuru Drapch line, with the exeeption of the wiring of three
permanent stations in course of erection, has been complobed.

biebo-Ode-thadan and Jos-Bauchi-Maiduguri telegraph lines
are completed and the overhawling and eepaiv of various other lines
has been andertakoen.

The geperal maintenance of lnes has been good and delays of
twenty-tfoar hours, or over, except on the Cameroons telegraph line,
are ol rare oeeurrence,

WIiRELESS

Towards the end ol the year two wireless recreiving setis
spable of receiving [Rugby news were purchased by the Deparf—
ment, one at o cost of €280 and the other with a more limited wave
bardd £188, one of which has been creeted at Lagos and hag given
up to the present good results. The other set s mt{mded for
Waduna, and it is anticipated that the rvesults obtainable on the
Highlands at Kaduna wili be considerably more effective and stable
than those at Lagos.  Pricer to the arvival of these sets the Depart-
ment used for some time a wireless set belonging o Dr. 11, H.
Stewart, to whom the € umlm,a of the })epaxtmgnt are due, and at a
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later date a set built and operated, as In the case ol Dr. Stewart’s
set, by Mr. G. D. Roussenu, Telegraph Instrucior. The traffic
received was that of the Rugby Wireless Station working on 18,740
metres and an examination of the log kept for six months by My,
Rousseau, to whom all eredit is due, shows that, although he was
taking off news from u Station of over 300 KA. power, there were
many oecasions when even a man of his operating ability could not
distinguish, or in many cases, hear signals,

TeLErioNes,

New exchanges. were opened during the year at Zaria and at
Fou, and additional accommmodation has been given at the Hxchanges
at Culabar and Apapa. The sub-exchanges at Bota and Iddo have
been closed. The standard of operation at the exchauges has
mmproved.

A question of copsiderable importance and one that has
causcd grave anxiety has arisen with reference to the discovery of
active corrosion in the lead sheathing of the underground telephone
cables laid in the Lagos areca.  Analyses have been made, samples
of the cables and of various soils have been sent to England where
the assistance amd expevience of the big cable firms is being
sought with a view to finding a solution to the difficulty.

APPRECIATION.

F have to thank all the Stalf, BEuropean and African. for their
services whieh, almost without exception, have been ungrudgingly
given, and to whom the present ellicient state of the Depavtment is
due. '

ACCOUNTS AND STORS,

QErTer oF PHE CHIRE A CQOUNTANT.

HiUROPEAN STARE,

My Avery, Senior Accomdant, alter nearly bwelve years
service in the Branch, having reached the maximum of his grade,
£800, was transferred to the Treasury as from 2nd Jarch, 1926.
The Senior Accountant vacancy, £600-£800, was tilled by M. A.
MeCormick, Assistant Accountant.

During the year, Mr. R, Temple, the next senior of the
Assigtant Accountants was recommended for transfer to  the
Treasury on the Jong erade,

During the year, Mre. Whittaker, Assistant Storckeeper, was
transferred to the Arts aund Crafts Branch of the Northern
Provinces Fducasion Depurtinent with effeet {rom 16th February,
1927. |

It is hoped to 1 My, Whittoker's vacancy with an officer
from the Stores Department of the fmperial Post Office,

An experienced Afvican Suaperintendent of the Department
after nine months special training has been  rvecommended  for
promotion to the post of Assistant Accountant ou a scale of
£300, €315, €310, L350 25-<h75 as from Ist October, 1926,
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During the year, the Assistant Accountant’s vacancy conse-
quent on AMr. McCormick’s promotion to Senior Accountant was
filled by the appointment of My, WL J. Collison {rom the Comptroller

and Accountant General’s Departiment of the hnperial Post Office.

IxcrEAsK 1N HULROPEAN STAFE.

Within the pext few years, it will probably be necessavy to
open an Unallocated Stores at Knugu wander the control of a
Huropean Storekeeper, and to post an Assistant Accountant at
Ebute Metta {or Apapa) and one at Iinugu, thus involving an
increase in the Toropean stalf.

A FRICAN STAFF,

The four vacancies in the Higher Division Clerical Establish-
ment were filled during the vear from the list of suceessful candi-
dates in the Higher Division Examination of November, 1825, Two
were lLower Division clerical officors already serving in the
Accounts  Branpch, the others camwve from other Departments,
Another Lower Division Grade Il elerk already serving in the
Accounts Branch was successful in the November, 1926 Senior
Clerical Examination {being bracketed 2nd on the list) and under
the new scheme remains in the Branch receiving five special
inerements,

Wastage in the hower Division Stafl was, as usual, very

aayy during the vear, conr officors resioned, one was dismisgsed

heavy during the ve ¥ ofl resignod g dismigsed
and three entned transiers to other Departimonts,

A further vear's experience has shown the unwisdom of
appointing clerical probationers who have not alveady passed the
Junior Clerieal Examination.  The proportion of such probationers
who succeed in _passing  the Examioation, and avoiding  the
automatic determination of theibr appointroents after three yvearg’
service, i+ aboul one in eight,

Theve was abnormal sickuness amongst the African stafl in
Mareh, 1026, Sickness is usually heaviest during the rains,

Owrerer Houvns,

In this connection the experiment naugurated in Jone, 1925,
of coutinuous oflice hours, 8 aan. to 2 pang, for the majority of the
Accounts aud Stores Stall was continued dnaring 1926 and again
proved popular and suceesstal,

BlLDIN G,

The recent alterations i the interior arrangement of the
Accounts Branch have made for the greater comfort and efficiency

of the stafl; but the Telegraph and Telephone Clearing House Staff

uumbering nine are still badly housed in the old Jones Hotel build-

Cing adjoining the General Post Office, Lagos, which s il adapted

for the purpose.

ISP ROTHINS,

During Qotober, 1926, the Chief Accountant was able to
make a brief visit of inspection to the principal post offices and the

stores of the Western, Central and HEastern Provinees and to confer

with Engineeving and Surveying officers,
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SBYSTEM OF ACGCOUNTS— A UDITOR'™S APPROVAT,

It was gratifving uaring the year to receive from Government
a favourable comment from the Auditor's ro port on the system, and
operation of the syvstem, of accounts in this Department,

Exnmyson o Hurap Pows UFFICE SYSTEM oF ACCOUNTS,

It will be vecessary in the near fubure to convert important
sub-offices  into head offices  {or accounting purposes, the suab-
office imprest svstem not being suitable for busy offices. This will
entail a slight increase of staff at Headguarters,

HTAVF REcorbs,

The re-writing of the Stafl Records of the Department {(which
arc kept in this Branch) in larger loose leal books, with information
tabulated in 2 conciser and more convenient formi, was completed
during the year.

SNAviNGs Bank,

A separate report oo the Post Oflice Savings Bank is sub-
mitted.  The recent legislation {r{;gariimg the balances of dormant
Savings DBank accounts hitherto credited to Revenue, remalning
indelinitely the property of depositors) was ab first thought to be
retrospective and accordingly cansed extra work as the old system
had been i vogue sinee the taking over of the Savings Dank from
the Treasury v 1907, In practice, the old svstem of publishing in
poster and pamphict form for three successive years particulars of
dormant balances and distributing these widely, was 1o the interest
of the depositors; and no bonw-fide applicarion im' a refundment after
the balance of an account had been carvied to Reovenue was ever
refused.,

Purerian Breoy Covpons,

The seliciie by which Lnperiad Beply Coupons will be sold at
20d. throughout the nost offices of the E*im;“;ix'ta and exchanged for a
loeal 2d. stanp (thus tzim.\ingg raeply ]ws‘i;z re to be prepaid through-
out the Empire) was aceepted by ihis *m minisiration during the
vear; but owing to delay on the part of the lwperal Post Offiee in
sending out sapplies of the approved paltern of eoupon, these will
not be on sale in Nigoeria until some fliume in 1927,

FHisavy PPARCELS,

The system of “heavy parcels” over 1 and not exceed-
ing 23 b)) inaugurated between the United Kingdom and Nigeria,
cach way, in November, 1923, proved successlul. 18,000 (17,908 58 net)
hmvv pureels were recvived Trom the United i\nxgdnm. fortytwo
from Sierra Leone and the Gold Coast, and 4933 were Lif_?b[)d-f(,h(‘d.
The postage is 7/6d. as compared with 5~ Tor a parcel over seven
and not exceeding 11 1b. The svstem is being cxtemimi to the
British West African Colonies as {rom Ist Febraarvy, 1927, the rate
being 7/- as compared with 6/~ for a parcel not cxcft,ulmg 11 1b..
A few were received and sent trregularly as shown above.

DirgeT Parorl ann Money Qronn KxopaNar st rag UNTTED
MIPATHS OF A MERICA

At the instance of the Washington Authorities and the
Postmasters-General of Sierra Leone and Accra the question of a
direct Parcel and Money Order Kxchange with the United States
was considered by the Secretar v oof State for the Colonies and the
Twmperial Post Office late in 1995, So far as Nigeria is at present
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concerned the parcel iraflic with United Btates of America (via
United Kingdom) is vory small, anid o diveet service is not justified,
An analysiy of the Parvcel Dills 4o and frown ihe principal Nigeria
Parcel Offices of Kyohange for the six menths June November, 192&
revealed the foliowing -

Parcel tradlic hetween Unibed States of Awerica and Nigeria
six monthse June-November, 1928, inclusive.

[
. | ‘ ”
TOOULD M AL HROM U. 8. A,
‘ ‘ 51 Lagos
Clagos & Aven bt .
R e 146 Lagos Forward
58 «j Toaaban i
|
i
l
Faria 30
0 dus 06
5o Kane : 5
3 Onitsha i
12 Pory Hureourt : [0
{ Warrd 7
Sensy 83 ¢ Totad for & months ; Hl o Beceived,

The cighty-tlrree parcels sent ncluded pareels originally from
United States of Awmevica sent through banks- not iaken up by
addreszees and returned to senders.

Cost or Uskriacs o OVERSEAS MAarns.

The final tinancial vesult of the intornational mall statistics
taken tn October-—~November, 1928 with effeet from st Javuary, 14206,
was communicated o this Admimstration during the vear. The
previous statistics woere tuken in '\‘Lzy 1921 and the noxt statistices
will be taken in Mayv 1920, Nigeria's shuuv of the fixed Imperial
subsidy fo Vessrs, Blder De mp%cv & Co. has been inereased from
L1815 1o L2095 while the carringe of o L{s ‘convert mails ()Li”z:mmw
in Nigerin heyoud the United Exmwium hias eisen Trom S025:6 ‘ruid
francs {(£136 approximately) o & 145.05 gold francs (appwmnmﬁvh’
L£216).

PRENCH AAILS N TRANSIT THROUGR NIGERIA,

The aceounts against France and the French West Afvican
Jolonies in respeet of the carringe of mails (to and from the Terri-
toire Militaive du Nigﬂ" and of French Eguatorial Africa), over the
Nigerian Raibway both ways between Lagos and Kano, wie (by
arrangement w ith the French Administrntions: now sulanitted quar-
terly. They are aow being seftled in poands sterling and with
greater prompiness. The amount outstanding on 31st December,
1926 in respect of accounis rendered up to R0tk September, 1926
was L630 1383s, 15d. ‘as compared with £961 i5s. #d. on 3lst
December, 1925 and £1,553 10s, 10d. was collected during the year,
including arrears of 1924 accounts.
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DeEeostr AcCOunys rou TELEGRAMS.

A system of cash depoesits at the Geneval Post Office, Lagos.
(trom which the cost of forwarded telegrams sre met) was inauvgo-
vated on bhe 2nd November, 1925 as an experiment.  No charge is
made for keeping the account but 1t is conlined to those firms whose
voluiie of oubwaved telegraph traflic justiticy the concession. During
the vear five fivins applied for and were coneeded a telegram deposit
account, but one withdrew in February 1926, The stalistics were

s follows 1—

Teile of Aot \t;’ Average |
Firin adophion : of Py Mantily | Bemsrks.
‘ T af mysten © Dhepesit. Pele Vialae, i
R B s, - ]
A R
1. Messes, The  Nigerian i Lo
Motors e T e 5t ] 7 ¢ :
2, Messrs, Ilder Denpuior : S
& o SR LA e V0B B8, 0 0
3. Messrs, 5, B Ollivant ¢ !
& O, ce s ALRED Y s 10 0.0
4. Messrs, Ball West, Adri
can Shipping Line .. 248120 5 24 T 10 0
i : 1
5. Messrs, African and Has. , ‘ i o
tern Trade Corporagion B2 i 5 L B Y I

NEw Issums o Nicgeuan DPostacn Hrases,
The following reprints and new iysiies of Nigevian postage
stamps were veceived daring the yea

a8, Plate No. 11,

[, - No. i
260, . No. i7.
Also stamp booklels containing dl, bd. and 2, stamps.

The old stocks of the Lo and 6d. issues {plade b), and that of
bhe old s, issne, (piale 8) were destroved by a Boavd of Hurvey on
22nd Webruary and on 175 November, 1926 respectively,

The sales of stamps to collectors and dealers during 1926
amounted in valoe to £1,840 2. 1d. as vom]“s;;roai \vith Y76 14s. 9d.
in the previous yeur. Oi bhis amount Y1200 worth of new issues
were distrivuted divect to dealers by the i rown Agrents, the balanee
being despatehed from the Accounts Branch,

The (;umticm of the poor adhesive gualities of  certain
denominations and of the liabiliby of scwe issues to show eolour
stains wwas again taken wp rigovously with the manufacturers
through the CUrown Agouts, and claborate bactericlogical, physical
and chemical examinations were made by exports with o view to.
remedying the defcets,

Postage stamps reccived recenily show an improvement in
adhesive qualities and fastness of colovring,  The vetention in
England by Crown Agents of half of the buik supplics for periods of
six to nine montbs has perhaps bad some slight effect in this.
direction.
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DISTRICT REsERVE STOCKS OF S7TaMPs AND [P0sTAL ORDERS.

The Treasury Assistant at Port Havcomrt has been relieved of
the work of holding the station reserve stock of stamps and postal

orders—the work and responsibility having been handed over to

the African Acting Postmaster-Surveyor. At the request of the
Treasury also, emergency stocks of stamps at Kaduna and Jos
(kept in case of breakdown in conununication between Lagos and
these stations) have been withdrawn,

Avarnysis or Posral OrprER BUsINEsS.

L 1926, in conjunction with the linperirl Post Oftice authori-
ties, an cmalvaxa was made of typical batches of postal orders issued
in \hgbrm. 1t was found that 347 of orders issued in Nigeria were
paid in Nigeriz and 66% were paid outside the Colony.

STATISTICS 0F RRvENUE, EXPENDITURE, DEPARTMENTAL BUSINESS.

The Statistical Appendices ave submitted separately with

analyvtical notes thereon.

STORES—BOARDS OF SURVEY.

The Anpual Boards of Survey appointed by Government on
the Posts and Telegraphs Stores in Januarvy 1926, and January, 1927
reported very favourably on the efficient sy %tem of storage, igsue

and record of the stores of this Department.

MAINTENANCE STORES.

An Engineering Maintenance Store was opened at Benin
City on June 1st, 1996, to serve the large area controlled by the
Telerrmph Engineer stationed there. 1t is much too small, and a
new and more commodious building-—built specially as a store for
te]ewraph and telephone mdteudis~~m required. The present build-
ing could be conveniently handed over to another Department for
use as a swall stationery store

The Posts and Telegraphs Maintenance Store at Enugu is
aiso congested, and increased accommodation will be required in the
vear future. The postal, telegraph and telephone business in the
Fastern Provinces is growing mpzdiy and this increase is promptly
reflected in the swork of the Stores Branch. It will be necessary in
the near future to convert the Maintenance Store into an Unalloca-
ted Store.

The work of the central departmental Stationery and Postal
Maintainance Store at Lagos continues to grow. As all our forms,
telegraph pads, parcel delivery notices, ete, are printed by the
Government Printer and are despatcehed from the General Post Office,
Lagos, to catch the latest mails. it is desirable that the central
Stationery Store of the Department should be in convenient
})10\:111111\* to the Government Printing and Gener zi Post Offices. A
proposal during 19726 to locate this store at Ebute Mettn was
eventually d])dnd(}}i{‘ t,

The store af Minna coptinued to serve the Northern
Provinces,

Prixmina or Houws.

The Government Printer once dgnn satisfactorily supplied
this Department during the year with all forms in use including
telegrams and parcel forms of which very large quantities are ased.



14

HOONOMY 1IN RTATIONERY.

The European Storekeeper has again exercised control over
requisitions of stationery. Hconomy has been effeeted, duly reflected
in the expenditure under the Stationer v and Printing Votes.

Untrop Ms.

The stall entitled to uniforms (Enginecering Staff, Mail
Boarding Officers, Travelling Post Oftice Clerks, Messengers and mail
ranners} were again regularly and punctuaily supplied during the
year with their half-yearly issue. It is interesting o note that the
subordinate grades are increasing in physigue as it bas been
necessary once again to increase the givth of shorts und trousers-—-at
an extra cost of a few pence per garment. Uniforms for the
stubordinate grades are obtained from contractors in England, the
experiment {rlc(i in 1925 of local manwfacture in bulk not having
proved successful.  The more senior grades are however pt,umtted
to have their uniforms tailored }ocai!\.

Larrer Box Loors axp RKevs.

The nuwmber of private letter boxes now installed is growing
rapidly and steps have been necessary to deal with the cfficient
indexing of spave locks and keys.  1{ a key is lost, o duplicate is no
fonger issued at the office concerncd. The old Joek is now returned
to the Lagos Ntore and there connected with its duplicate key or
kevs and issued out to avother office in a different part of Nigeria.
Until recently neither keys nor locks have borne a maker’s number,
and the task of connceting up locks and ke NS has been somewimt
difficulit,

UNALLOCATED STORE.

The principal Alfrvican Storekeeper of the Department, My, T,
B Thomas, Higher Division, 11, procee c%ml on leave in December, 1926,
and will retire from the service at the completion of his leave, after
twenty-five years very faithful and diigent serviee, nineteen vears
of this time hdvmg heen spent in this E)cp(utnwni;. He is an officer
of sterling character.

The African Depurtmental Transpert Oflicer at Lagos has
efficiently cleared and shipped all departmental stores d:mun the
yvear, and has cleared and shipped the baggage of outward and
homeward officers of the Department. The work has inereased
considerably in recent yvears, and it will be necessary in the near
future to give the European Storekeeper sole control of or fivst call
on a dapaﬂ;menml motor van. Private motor transport had’to be
hired in 1926 at various times to clear timber from tilt Public Works
Department Saw Mill at [jora and to clear large supplies of heavy
telephone and telegraph material that was congesting the Customns
sheds.

The natural iwhtmg of Main Store No. 1 s not very good and
steps are being taken in 1927 to improve matters by increasing the
window area.

The petrol store erected some yvears ago in the carly days of
departmental motor transport is now much too smail and its Toration
in front of the main stores sheds interferes with the efficient
marshalling of the vans for loading and uplowding. A fresh and
larger petrol store is necessary near the paints and varnishes
store at the back of the compound,
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An extension of the main stores bulldings will he necessary
in the near future, with offices for the Chief .‘ntuuLcopu and Staff
and for a Stores Accountant and Rtaf. A concerete two-storey
building is advocated--the ground tHoor having a high ceiling so
that steel mezzanine flooring can be installed, thus ‘doubling the
storage arca over the same {foor space.  In the best modern practice
the use of ladders is discouraged-- stores presses and pigeon-holes
being six feet high only and suflicientiy low to Lbe reached by hand,
Stock out of reach is a,m‘; to eseape <*hed‘.mcr and attention; and
efficient supervision is rendered more diflicuit,

MAINTENANCE SECTION AND TELYVPHONLE BRANCH.
(FF1CE oF THE ENGINEER-IN-UHIEF.
KUGROPEAN S71AVE,

During the year, the changes in the Kuropean Bstablishment
of this Branch were :—

i

' . :
Appoint. | Promao Hetive . ; . JFermina-

Name. Hank. IR Lo, ment. Transfer, Heversion, i tiow.

B i
I

R o
! I
i t
D. Sanderson o Asmisiunt Telegraph :
Eugineer .0 e :
T. G. King ke UPRN % & o3 ;
A KO lu.d! oo Iaxpector Greade 11 L0 L FALRG . i
W. Hawkes 0 Foreman AR :

E. ¥, Perry dos. e RN ;

B.W. Christie .. do, R AR - ' |

The standard of work and conduct of the whoele staff has
been excellent.

BxGivgeRs.

The two Assistant Knginecrs appointed during the vear were
specially fraived in Eogland under the scheme approved by the
Secretary of State subsequent to the difficulty in obtaining men
withh the necessary techuical and personal gqualificavions, There are
now eight of these officers on the statl and it can be stated that the
scheme has proved a definite success.,  1ts scope has been extended
to include Engineers for the Gold Coast.

FoREMEN AND INSPEOTORS.

Difliculty is sl experienced in obtaining men for these posts.
1t took five months to obtain the fwo men appointed in 1926 and
seven months fo obtain one appointed in January 1927,

AFPRICAN STARR,

The standard of work has been raised all round. The
iliterate  Linemen ave disappearing  through wo and length of
gervice and new entrants have to be able o read and write and
speak Ingiish.  For the bigher appointiments of buh—hls_p(‘:ctm* and
Inspector, special courses of {raining have been organised. These
probationers must have had a am.um%m:},' school education and are
then given a thoroughly practical course in ihe workshops in
telegraph, telephone and ratbway block signalling apparatus and
in construction work. In spite of the varied and complicated
pature of the duties, the yesulls have boeen gratifving, and, it is of
interest to record that the number of .:pphe(mt for these non-
clerical appointments is so large that careful selection is possible
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CONSTRUCTION.

Bastern Railway and Bulowrw Drasel, With the exeeption
of the ‘wiring’ of three permanent stations in course of ercction,
this work is completed.

Fjebu-Ode—Ibadan Linve. ... This has heen completed,

Jos — Banchi—Maiduguri
hwerri—Degeina.
Cweryi—Aba,

Ibi—Yolo

Ebute Mette—-A papa

! ’i he overhauiing, shifting and
partiil iecuwshu(,iion of
these  lines have  been

L completed,

The extension of the telegraph to Ede -He and Ondo; the
crection of the Lagos Ibadan trunk telephone: the reconstruction
of the Lagos- Oshoﬂho line and the reconstruction of the Cameroons
fele ;)h.}:ws could not be pud in hand owing to the non-delivery of
stores from Hngland due to the coal strike.  The reconstruction of
the Hapele Koko lne has been abandonoed,

CanLies Uvprrerouxn.

Considerable anxiety has been caused by the discovery of
active corrosion in the lead sheathing of the cables laid in the Lagos
arci,  In some cases, the sheathing has been plerecd and interrup-
tion has resulted. The trouble is general throughout the aren and
has affected nearly every tvpe, some of which have ouly heen in use
a vear.  Apalyses have been made by the Government Analyst:
samples of the cabdes and of various soils have been =ent to
Hngland and the Mogineer-in-Chief is cenguiring into the matter n
London with the (nnsn!{mo Kngincers and the Metallurgist to the
Crown Agents: The experience of representatives of the big
wable firms has also been obtained.  The matter is still under
consideration.  As there ave 19 miles of cable containing 1,060
miles  of separate conductors in the arca, the matter is one
of importance,

TELEGRAPHS,

The enlarged Central Telegraph Office, Lagos, was opened in
May., Secondary cells were installed and the whole of the
eu‘cu;tswmduduw the Sehool and the syinchronised clocks—work
from one battery, the prime encrgy i)emﬂ taken from the Public
Works Hlecty 101ty Supply.

New oftices at Potiskum and Damaturu were opened and the
offices at Nafada and Loko closed.

Duplex working has been installed between Ka'lona--Enugu
and Minna-—Onitsha,

INTERRUPFIONS,

Hxeept in the Camaercons, there have been no cases of serious
delay to tratlic.  Interruptions, caused on the main Lagos—Ushogbo
line by falling trees emphasise the necessity for o wider Lle.a.ung.
This will be undertaken in conncetion with the Lagos—0shogho
reconstruction.  The thne taken in restoring conununieation has
been conunendably brief,

TELEPHONES,

New exchanges have been opened at Zaria and Huw. That
at Jos is nearly completed. The exchanges af Apapa and Calabar
have been enlarged and rewmodeled, 0 he exc hanges at Tddo and
Bota have been closed,
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There has been a steady increase in the services provided
hoth private and ofticial

AMAINTEY ANCE,

PO has been possible o take special steps Lo improve the
maintenance in the Lagos area.  Unfortunately, sickness has delayed
the complction of the work but theree has been a marked improve-
rent.

{IPERATING,

This improvement is reflected in the operating, which has also
had  special supervision. One factor has undoubtedly been the
provision of a larger, atrier and cooler switeh reoom.

Raitway ELRECTRICAL SIGNALLING,

Telegraphs,—Increase in trallic has necessituted the duplex-
ing of the Bbote Metta-Minno civeuil. This ig the first clrenit on
the Railway to he doplexed,

Progress has been delayved in the substitubion o cormon
battery " working on the “ station to station” eireuit of the Western
Railway by the non-arrival of apparatus but the work has been
completed for the first 385 miles and s o suecess from both the
cfficiencey and economical view-poinis,

Electrie Train Bloek Nigualllng. -Spoecial attention has boeen
given to the maintenance of this apparalus of which 308 sets are in
uxe and the nomber of filures bas been reduced.  Anirregularity
in operating the old vvpe of instrnments is wnder investigation.

fispection Vans.-=The work of supervision has been hampered
by the delav in obtaining inspection vans,

Re-inbursement.— The amount payabie by the Raillway {or

the maintenance of the clectrical signalling systems is extimated at
21,600 for the financial year 192627,

THLEGRAPHS, MATLS AND PUBLIC BUSININS.

OFRaES OF 7ne PIVISIONAL Sourveyons.

MASTHRN BDIVISION,

Generally speaking  the vear has been one of all round
progress, the public having beanelited in several ways, chiefly in the
divection of nmil aceclerations,

The staff as a whele has worked foyudiv and Jdiligently,

A DMINGSTRATION.
Al post oifiees and  agencies have  been surveyed as
frequentiy as stafl conditions permitied; only Arochbuku, Oturkpo
and Nsuakka Political Agencies remaining unvisited during the vear,

On the whole the results have been satisfactory revealing a
fair measure of efficieney.
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Compiaints by the public have not been nmunerous and in
some cases whoere these have been made investigation has shown
the cause to be either beyoud the control of the Department or due
to circumstances which could not be torescen or anticipated,

HUROPEAN SPAry,

For the first half vear the full Huropean establishment was
maintained but during the sceond hadl the stalt has been one short
of the authorised number. Two Assistant Survevers took local

leave,

ATRICAN STARE,

The position iy this regaed on the Sist December, 1926, was
much the same as at the commencement of the year, the total
shortage when all classes are considered being eight clerks,

Theve is a serious deliciency of staff in the Postmaster and
Postal Clerk and Telegraphist 1 egrades and the loss o this diveetion
is by po means compeunsated by the surplus in she Postal Clerk and
Telegraphist T grade.  In fact it bas been difficudi to findd men
suttnble to take charge of faivly busy sub-ollices of late.

The granting of vacation leave, temporavily sugpended for the
neriod of Christinas pressure-—-is auwiin procecding,
i t { :

A dittle difficulty is sometimes experienced in this connexion
and some offices are shightly understalfod in consequence,

The stafl changes have been as Tollows

Tuvalided One.
(lerks. 4 Dismissed Two.
L ivesigued Two.
A v Disinissed Three,
V esscngers, SN Lhbee
{ Resigued One.

Broadly speaking, absence on account of sickness has nob
heen excessive.

Seart WoreaTioN,

This has been continued, the duty ehart allowing of the
rotation of the stall in neavly every instance.

The non-telegraphists continue to be a source of embarrass-
ment. Inovery few cases do they attempt o gqualify in telegeaphy
in order to make themselves more useful to the Department.  The
practice of sending superfinous dots and dashes in figures is stil)
widespread and it scems impassible to Kill it

It is surprising that more errors do not avise from this cause.

Members of the staff do not consult the rule books as
frequently as they might do and it is evident in many cases that the
correet procedure to be followed i various classes of work only
becomes known through errvors being wmade and reported. )

Some metbers of the stail sat for the Higher and Lower
Divigion Government Cleriead Examinations hub none were suceess-
ful.
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BUinmses.

Perimanent. ~The new office at Uwuehia was occupied In
september, some items of work still remaining to be done by the
Public Works Department and outstanding furnitare supplied.
This question is being pressed.

A move from the bush office was imperative.
A new office at Timoe River is nearing completion.

Temporary—New temporary offices have been provided at
Kumba and Bende, the former being of stone roofed with pan and
being to all intents and parposes a permanent building,

KUROPEAN (QUARTERS.

Permanent quarters were obtained for Assistant Surveyors
at Port Harcourt and Aba, '

Quarters for a Surveying Officer have been completed at
Calabar.

AFRICAN QQUARTERS.

This uestion is still acute at Enuguo where four clerks are
without permanent quarters.

The temporary acconnuodation available is very limited and
indifferent. 1t has been asked that {ull provisicn be made during
1927-28.

MAIL SERVICES.

Secing that there is no regular stemmship service to the
Eastern Division excepting the four-weekly one, the mail service to
and from Lagos may be said to have been satisfactory, the incidence
of mails having been at fairly regular intervals. There were a few
instances of delay as regards the ontward English mail due to a
connecting boat not leaving immediately after the arrival of the
Lagos Express steamer. In the reverse divection the scrviee wasg
not quite so good inasmuch as Kastern Division Homeward malils
have scmetimes had to be despatchoed from Port Harcourt on the
Saturday, Suanday or Menday in order to reach Lagos thirty-six
hours away in time fo conneet with the hoat leaving on the
following Friday.

Again, short notice of the departure of vessels is alinost
invariabiyv given, this being atteibuted to the uncertainty of the coal
position. This question of the short notice of the closing of wails is
one which irritates the conmuncreind conununity very considerably
especially those wt such stations as Degema, Opobo, Enugu and
Calabar,

During the year complaint was made that correspoundence
between Great BBritain and the British Caincroons was delayved and
was frequently received via Duala,  On investigation the delay was
shown to rest with the senders who had failed to address letters fully.

The matter has received attention and the complaints have
ceased.

A Dbisweekly mail in either direction has been instituted
between Alakurdi and Kadana in place of the former weekly one,
and this has proved of great service both to the public and to the
Administration.
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It was also found possible to accelerate correspondence
posted in Munshi Provinee and addressed to Great Britain and
Tagos by circulating it vie Kaduna,

Tne Owerki-Ocrra AMamn Spryvick.

Phe Owerri-Oguta mail service has been accelerated by the
introduction of a cyvelist matlhman,

A new fortnightly motor service timed in connexien with
Outward and Homeward overseas mails has been  inaugurated
between Oshogbo and Onitsha providing an acceleration of five days
in the delivery of Qutward mails and allowing of posting at Onitsha
for the Homeward mail at least two days later than formerly, This
new service is greatly appreeiated,

A contraect was arranged for the conveyance of mails between
wharf, pest office, and station at Port Harcourt and relieved the
Departuicnt of a Jdeal of trouble in addition to ensuring the mails
being kept dry dmmu the rains. The service also prmod to be
qumku and nmore velinble than carrier transport and certainly
provided greater security.

At the request of the Chamber of Commerce a late fee
posting box was provided at Port Hareourt Rallway Station in
connexion with up-line mails and a jate fee service arranged .ab
Port Havcourt Post Office for overseas malils. Neither service is
very extensively used but may become more popular as time
advances.

The question of a motor mail service between Oron and
Opobo was explored but was not proceeded with on account of the
difficulty of the Ndiva evossing wherve the pontoon can only be used
with safety for a period of twwo hours at hlgh tide. The matter of a
motor mail service between Oron and Kket is, howoever, receiving
attention.

Liee is now made of canoes between Degeina and Port Har-
court o supplement the launeh service at times when the launch ig
not available. This is mostly in connexion with Homeward mails
and the service rendered has so fay proved satisfactory, the journey
being performed in about seven hours and by night if necessary,
wwhich latter is au advantage over the launch which only runs
during daylight as a rule.

It is worthy of note that the increase in the volume of mail
matter from Duea northwards has necessitated the provision of
additional funds for the payment of casual labour. 'The increase is
said to be duae to the influx of Plantation proprictors, missionaries,
and the trangsfer of Political Officers from the Cameroons Coast to
the interior.

The Bouthern Camervons is now served bj, two regular mail
steamers, Elders and the Woermann beats calling at Victoria
monthly. The mail service is therefore a greatly improved one.

In June last the Kastern Railway Authorities consented to
convey overseas mail by coal train when necessary. As Outward
and Homeward Great Britain mails arve usually dealt with at Port
Harcourt during the week end and no passenger trains run on
Sundays the concession has proved to be a valuable one resulting
in the earlier delivery of mails at Calabar, Aba and Epugo. Some
very complimentary remarks have been made by residents of the

Jatter place when they have received their Home mails arriving at

Port Harcourt on the Saturday, before breakfast on the Sunday.
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On the transfor of Provincial Headguarters from Owerri to
Port Harcourt a divect mall Port Harcourt-Ahonda was substituted
for the Owerri-Ahoadu service,

The circulation of Brass corvespondence was changed from
Lagos forward to Port Harcourt Town thus aveiding the delay at
Lagos ovccasioned by the departure of the branch hoat before Brass
mails could be selected.

Arrangements were completed for a new motor mail service
between linugu and Abakaliki apd this is now reported to be work-
ing satisfactority. This new servive forins an iinportant link in the
Ogoin Province and Camercons services and will speced up the mails.
considerably.

Parcel and letter mails which had becowe redundant through
the decline of certain places have been discontinued.

A few interruptions of the Port Hoveours-Eonugu mail service,
and  Fastern Travelling Post Office service are recorded, due
entirely to accidents or washouts on the Railway; bot on no
oceasion was the delay very serious.

‘ Owing to the fooding of the O River Bridge the Onitsha-
nugu motor mail service was interrapled for o few dayvs,

The motor mall services contracted for by Messes, Weeks
were maintained satisfuctorily.,

Delays to local mails took place ol Enugu Radway Station on
four oceasions and were due to failures on the part of the otation
stafl.  Kach fatlure was faken up with the Ratbway Authorities,

The time duaring which passenger teains stop ot stations has
been reduced during the yvear se thae at some stations the Kastern
Travelling Post Otlice is upable to cope with all the business offering,
I refer to Agbiam and Uzuakoli at whieh places fnil Railway
postal agencies have been established,  Apart from this the Eastern
Travelling Post Office continued to mect the requirements of the
smaller settlements.

TELEGRAPHS,

No great changes have taken place under the above head bug
certain improvements have been effected.

Oguta has been placed in direct sounder communication with
Owerri; this arrangement providing a much better service than the
former one which consisted of u vibirator teed-in on the Onitsha-Aba
line.

Duplex working between Onitsha and Aba has been intro-
dueced and hax proved its nsefuliess.

Sunday and Public Holiday attendance for telegraph business
has been arvanged at Makurdi and Oguta,
Fia o

Wheatstone has been made use of bevween Onitsha and Lagos
whenever oceasion arose and bas served ity purpese well, The
Ounitsha staft has become increasingly efficient in ‘ gumming up’ and
in sending from slip.

The service worked without any interruption meriting notice.



22

From enquiries received 1 am led to believe that the publie
is making greater nse of the delayed }vttua* telegraw service and
perhajpy the deferred cablegram service also.

As vegards telegraph mutllations, a return kept at this oflice
shows that doring a four week period in Oetober last a total of
geventy-six ervors wepe made inocablegrams passing through the
Buzmy ofice.  OFf these errors the Cable Company was 1'%1)011511}10
for sixty-three; only thirtecn being made by the Post Office stafl,
This 1 submit f‘:!}-)\\‘b a very high Tstandard of earefulness on the
part of the Departiment in handling this important class of traffic.

A noteworthy featuve of the year was the extensive use made
of the X.L.T. Christinas greeting cablegram service, due perhaps to
the greater publicity given to the rlmtter and the extreme cheapness
of the serviee.

With the exception of {he Camercons lines interruptions
have not been freguent or dengthy, Ay regarvds the Cameroons
lnes the position has been much the same as in tho past, tratlic
being subjoct to delay nore or less ‘rhrmwhmlf the vewr, more
espo(‘mll\ during the rains when such delay was heavy.

A pavticularly lengthy intervuption swwas that which existed
on the Tinto-Bamenda line in Freoch territory from the 7th to the
15th  December, 1926, inclusive. Telegrains were forwarded by
special runner and vost during the period comununication was
interrupted.

The Port Hareourt-Bonny Cable was interrupted for a short
period at the commencement of the vear,

At one time the Opobo line was subject to frequent interrup-
tion which was traced o favimers along the route feiling trees. '

The worial erogsing at Obubra pavted on the 3vd May, and was
restored on the 8th May, communication meanwhile having been
maintained by means of a temporary vibrator oilice es stablished on
the opposite bank.,  To this instance valuable help in the restoration
wan given by the District Ofticer, Obubia,

This  same crossing was again broken in September by
Messrs, Elder's Jaunch when the interruption iasted for five days.
The same wmeans of traflic disposal mentioned shove were resorted
to in this instance.

Muother mtvuu[m(m to normal comnnunication occurred on
the Onitsha-Port Havcourt line in July and lasted for four days.
In this ingtance tralile suffered little delay as alternative routes
were open.

Trouble in connexion with Duplex working was experienced
at Port Harcourt on the Onitsha-Port Harcourt (ncmt and proved
to be dae to fanlty instraments.

The position as regards “Up and Down” stations on the
telegraph circuit has been vegularised, the station nearest Lagos on
any cireuit bheing made an “Up 7 station.  This has been found to
facilitate the making up of special wires and to do away with the
necd for reversing line and earth in some cases.
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NEw Posr (ORFFICEs, ETC.

Agencies were opened al Nembe and Agbiam and registered
letter and postal order business was introduced ut Uzoakolt,

Ouewashi-Uku Sub-Office was transferred to the control of the
Divisional SBurveyvor, Lagos, consequent upon the ve-arrangement of
Divisions.

Burcanauigs, RopreriEs aND DEFALCATIONS, BTC.

bl

There were burglaries at Mamfe and Oguata, a ** Bee 7 clock
being stolen at each office. 11 is not thought that any mail matter
was fuken, 1 have previousiy drawn attention to the danger of
bush offices in this respect and have advocated the building of more
or fess burgho-proof permanent oflices at places where the mails
stored overnicht are considerable. [ refer to Ovon, Owerrd, Oguta,
Ahoada and Uva.

No defaleations have been brought o light and this perbaps
= worthy of special note.

There have been no cases in which members of the stafl have
been prosceuted for stesling postal matter. In most instances of
non-receipt of delters containing postal ovders reported to Ghis
oftice it has been found that the orders have not been cashed and
duplicates have been issued in due course. The number of such
cases has been normal and enquiry in wauy of them showed that
the letters may never have reached the post.

The number of eases of wmissing ovdinary letter puckets con-
taining articies of value has been small,

Thepe was o case of Ekpe wmnberfering with the Uyo maid
serviee resulting in the culprit being sentenced to one year's
unprisomnent withrhard tabour.

Servious thelts of mail matier took place at Onitsha where a
menber of  the public obtained  rvegistered  letter  and  parveel
receipts addressed to persons in care of the Co ML S, Bookshop and,
Ly representing himsel{ as the addressee in cach case, took delivery
of the relative article,

Through the alertness of a counter elerk and the Postmaster,
Onitsha, the thiel was eventually discovered and received a heavy
sentence  of penad servitude ~live years together  with twenty
strokes of the cat,

A confederate concerned o one vase was bound over on
account of his vouth.

A bag of mails was violated at Port Harcourt Raillway
Station while i charge of the Post Office and although nothing
would seem to have been stolen certaln letters, including registered
articles, were intorferad with,

The clevk responsible was convicted, lined £5 and dismissed
the Dervice.

At Port Hareourt two factory messengers were prosecuted
for using caneclled postage stamps b prepayment of telegrams
tendered for transmission with intent to defraud Revenue. One
was lined £5 or one month's lwprisoument, the other Lo or
fourteen days.
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A mail runner at Alikpo was prosecuted amd fined £1 and
dismissed the Serviee for endangering the safety of a mail which he
handed to a friend for conveyance to Aikpo Road instead of
performing the duty himself,

Criannarasie Lerrins.

This business still has its dupes and it is surprising to note
the station in life which some occupy.

The demand for charms and horoscopic readings to enswre
success in examinations, business or love, continues, many of the
letters bearing mission addresses and one applicant describing
himself as a4 Pastor. The quaek nedicine business still thrives and
one or two new impostors have started in the trade,

One with headquarters in India was {found 1o he operating
through an sgent on the Ivory Coast,

These charvlatans advertise extensivelv, mostly by means of
printed circulars sent through the post.

The number of letters, cte. stopped during the yvear and
returned to the senders is given below together with the value of
remittances cnelosed therein.

Year. No. Containing remittances valued at
10286, I81. L1 1Us. i1d.

These figures show o slight inerense over those of 1925 which
WOPE o

Yo No. Total amwmount of romittances returned to
sendors.,
1920, 174. 47 Ta 10

Privarme LrmeRr HBoNEs.

During the year private letter boxes were instalied at Vietovia
—eight large and twenty-four smali. OF these, all the large ones
have been rented together with cight of the =small ones and I am
informed the demand for small boxes will hecome greater during 1927,

PARCRL Post BusiNuss,
- The heavy parcel service (22 [hy is being used increasingly,
chiefly by petty traders who retail the goods so reesived.  Such
parcels are Invariably consigned o o baok.

DurrasLe A mcnes sy Lerrse Post, ,

Anincreasing number {)f letter packets beaving green Iabels
has been obscerved i the wails received from Fngland daring the
latter part of the year. So far little use has been made of the
i:;L(:i.lli}}’ from Nigeria to overseas; this however may be due to the
fact that the syvstem does not operate bebween Nicerin and (reat
Britain.

Empnrrssn Ryevny Pamn ('ourons,

No instance of a coupon having been presented has come to
my notice.

Mosuy Orpur BUsiNgss.

In this class of business the competition of the Banks opened
at Aba and Degema would appear to have alfected issues, the
number of transactions at Aba being forty-eight fess than during
1925, The falling off in the number of money orders paid at Aba
wis nine,
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At Degema the money orders issued fell from thirty-two in
1925 to thirteen in FR26

A conspicucus feature is the big deciine in the number of
money orders issned at Obuabra, the figores being one order at £18
as compared with twentyv-four orders vadued at €192 9. Td.in 1920,
The cause of the Joss of husiness in Ghis case is nol known at

present but enquiry is being made.

The records show that, compared with last year there has
been a falling off as regarvds the number and value of money orders
issued but a stight increase in both the number and vatlue of money
orders paid.

MAVIsos BanNg Businbss,

Jusiness done during 1926 shows a slight advance over 1925
as regards *Deposits” there being twenty-tive more transactions
this year with an additional sum of K240 deposited.

The * Withdrawals " were six Jess than in 1925 but the total
sum withdrawn was £195 greater.

A considercable increase s shown in she nomber and value of
deposits at Port Harcourt but Aba and Degema show large
decreases due no doubt to the competition of the Danks, :

PO omay be however that e vear has not been guite such a
prosperous one for the smaller tradeprs as 1970 and this may account
to some extent for the lesser guantity of moeney in cvidenee as
regards money order and savings bank husiness,

118 new savings bank accounts were opened during the year
under review ; that is a deerease ol clght only as compared with
14945,

The grand total of other public business dealt with at Head
Offices shows increases in the registered letter (hoth posted and
delivercd) and pareels (posted) classes.  Decreases are shown in
telegraphs, parcels (delivered), and postal order (both issued and
pakd) classes,

NORTHERN DIVISION,

The year has seen many changes conscguent upon the
Political  ve-organisation  of  the Northern Provinees, It has
otherwise been marvked by steady developmiont and it is hoped that
a measure of progress has been achioved,

FLOROPEAN STAREF.

The Department’s efforts to maintain continuity of control in
the Division were frasfrated by the unloveseen sickness of the
Pivisional Burveyor, Port Havcourt, and in Mareh, Mr. Jessop took
over the work of the Diviston from My, Hant instead of from Mr.
Harcourt as had been anticipated. Mr. Jessop has remained in
charge throughont the remainder of the vear.

Myr. Tull being invabided in Mav after o tour of seventeen
months was relieved at Jos by Mr. Hunt whose departure from
Kaduna synchronised with My, Bales’ arrival on transfer from Lagos.
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In April Mr. Hunt obtained a Sccond Class Certilicate in the
City and Guilds Institute’s Technological Examination.

At the end of the year the European Swrvey siall was at full
strength.

AFRICAN STARE.

I regret being unable to report any improvement in the staff
position from a nimerical point of view, for the numbers are less now
than a year ago.

The Correspondence Branch in the Oflice of the Surveyor-
in-Chavgee is staffed by three clerks loaned from the Burvey side
of the Denartment. The need for efficient frostworthy clerks in
this section is great and a request has been made that Govermment
may be invited to transfer qualified men, It s quite imapossible fo
recruit probationers in the north at £2 or £3 per month., All the
promising and intelligent boys with any experience prefer to accept
jobs with the Public Works Department and other Departinents
where high salaries (€6 to £10 a month) are paia from Special
Votes.

Stall changes of note are as follows -

Nume, Grade, Details.

Wilson, (0, A, Posimaster 1 Convictd of  perjury awd
sentencasd 100 3 monihs
imprisommnent with  hard
lhour

Johnson, W, Postal Clerk and Cdavicted of stealing postal
! R . ™,
Teleovaphist orders in fransif. 3 vears

imprisonment  with  hard
fatouy,

Juwal, €, W tho, Convicted of steating postal
ardevs in transit, 15
months fmprisonment with
hard fabour,

Kymbuh, gL o, Preceased,
Nimyrod, B, I o, Devensed,
Adnaham, Mo B Postnositer L Foviided,
Browne, R UL Ny Invalided,

Within the lhmits of thelr ability, and with the exception of a
few well-known, habntual slackers, the staff have worked well,

The qualifications of the bovs sent out [row the School have
been the subject of correspondence and a misunderstanding that
existed has been threshed out and disposed of, Too much was
expected of these youths, A better understanding now exists.

Bupmses.

The new post office at Zaria has been taken over. The
sorting office is repovied upon as being far too small. 1f s hoped
to exchange the old post oflice at Zaria for a Railway building at
Duehi-n-Wai, the Iatter to serve as o post office and elorks” quarters
when a post and telegraph sub-office is opened.

At Jos completion of the extension to the ofice has been
delayed for lack of materials. Although unifinished the sorting.
office extension was used for disposing of the Christimas mails,
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RSTREES

A new temporary bailding, in a more convenient situation, is
being erected at Abuja. .

Temporary buildings bave been provided at Damaturu and
Potiskum for the offices and clerks’ quarters.

At Yolu and Law the provision ol new permapent buiidings
has, for the time being, been allowed to stand over,

Mam Burvicss.

Generally  speaking  the mail services  have been  well
maintained, the Kano -Maiduguri Sorvice excepted. This service
has alwavs been a source of trouble, particularly in the Kano sector
of the route, That part of the service (Kano-Potiskuing has been
cub out and Hovou mails now cireulate via Jos. From Jdos to Dauehi
and between Potiskum and Maidugued they ave taken by motor.
The Bauchi-Potiskwn sector is maintained by relay  carviers,

Eudeavours to provide o motor serviee throughout the journcey,
Jos—Maiduguri, are heing made,

By sending the Yeola mails from HJos to Baucehi by motor a
day has been saved and Kaduna is now within eight days of Yola;
a mail leaving Jos on Monday reaches Yaoin on the following Saturday.,

It has been possible to abolish the Ihi- Lau service wud to
re-route Lau eie Numan.  The new route is much quicker.

Political considerations necessitated  the abolition of the
kano-Azave service.  All mails for the Natagum Division of Bauchi
now cireulate via Jos and Wukaeadu, For the shaime reason the
Kefi-Abuala route has been abandoned and a nesv serviee, Minna-
Abuga, established,

The Kentagora-Zuru il service has been established
whilst the closing of Loko Sub-Oflice enabled us to discontinue the
service hetween that station and Keft.

Althongly trains are now running more or less regajarly on
the Rastern Haitbway {full use has hot been made of the serviees
beeause the Construction authorities veluse to seeept responsibility
for the wail bags. A convoyman aceompanies an  unrestricted
sepvice once weekly in cither divections hetween Raduna and
Makurdl and o mail, condined fo unvevistered official correspondence,
18 exchanged, also weekly.

Birect vouching between Kadyna and the Colonies of Slerra
Leone and the Gold Coast has been discontinued, correspondence
cireulating via Lagos.

MAILS ¢ OVERCARRIAGE OF.

The overearriage and misdelivery of mail hags became so
frequent that steps were being taken to represent the matter to the
Trafiic Manager. As, however, the heavy Christmas trafilc was
handled without mishap no further action has been taken,

Attention had to be called to the re-introduction of the
system whereby parcel mails were notv forwarded by the Boat
Express. No delay is being experienced now.
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Mongy Orper AnD Savivas Baxg Dusiness,

I have made many enquivies in connexion with the ahnost
stagnant position at which the above classes of business seem to
have arrived. 1 lind that the advantages of {the money order
system  are ravely i cver cexplained and that ahwost without
exception a counter clerk would much rather issue twenty one-pound
postal orders than one woney order for £20. Alany Senior Clerks
performing ecunter duties know nothing of money order business
and T believe that Postimasters, who in some cases retain the money
order pad and issue the orvders, encourage Counter Clerks to sell
postal orders so that they (the Postmasters) ave not troubled with a
money order transaction,

It iz my opivion that the money order service would become
popular if telegraph money orders were introduced.

Depositors who have closed their Savings Bank Aceounts
stated when questioned that they did so because the Post Office
humbugeed them too mueh, They tell me that when they want
their money there is alwayvs a palaver about the signature and they
have to wait too long before they can get their ““ very own money.”
The “signature palaver” is, of conrse, duce to the fact that many of
these semi-literate people hardly ever write their names twice alike.
1t follows therefore thut the signature on the withdrawal notice
rarely resembles that on the depositor’s declaration: hence an
Accounts Branch gquery.

CrarnaTaNic CORRESPONDENCE,

The number of letters containing money intercepted during
the year was thirty-four. "Uhis is a decrease. No record of applica-
tions for catalogues is kept.  The vequirements of the foolish people
sending mouey to these merchants fall under one of fwo headings
{a) they wish to be in possession of charvius and “Dhrain powder”
that will enable them to pass the * Clerical Entrance.” presumably
without the etfort of studying for it; (b) those of wore mature years
who wish to enlist the “ Professor’s 7 aid in eonnexion with domestic
events of a curiously intimate nature,

ParcrLs.
Judging by the number of paveels over 11 Ib. in weight
received from overseas it iz evident that the concession s
appreciated,

xpurrss DELIVERY,

1t is too early fo report upon the above described service.

Lost o MMains anp Postan MATTHE.

In January and again in February a mail bag was lost
between Bauchi and Nafada. In each instance the bag contained
nothing but letter and parcei bills,

Other cases of violation were to the mail between Jdos and IThi
where one parcel was stolen, and to a Maiduguri - Kano despateh
where the contents of one parcel swere removed and another entirvely
disappeared,

In no ecase could any trace of the wmissing pareel or the
culprits be discovered.
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BurRenAnIE:,

In May Keffi Oftice was broken iuto at night.  Nothing was
migsed.

In June an attempt was made in Kaduna by three individoals
to break into the office of the Burveyor-in-Charge. A messenger
raised the alarm and the would-be thieves made off before entry

-eould be effected.

OpeNING AND CLosiNG Orvrices.

The postal agency at Potiskum was converted into a Posts

-and Telegraphs sub-office in May and during the year all arrange-

ments were completed so that Damaturu could be opened as a Posts

.and Telegraphs sub-olttice on the Ist of Janaavy, 1927,

Postal ageneles were establishied at Argungu, Shendam and
Zuru and a Railway ageney af Challowa,

The inaaguration of the Baro-Ainna Zarvia Travelling Post
Office has satisfied a real need and an ever inercasing volume of
business is being transacted,

The sub-otlices 2t Loko and Nafuda were closed down and
Agenebode has been transferred to the Western Division.

Tours OF INSPEOTION BY DURVEYIRNG OFFICERS.

The only oflices unvisited were those on the Zungeru-Sokoto
road. As a Politieal Officer is resident in cach station and the
accounts arce checked regularly no unecasiness is felt in respect
of these places, They will be visited, however, at the frst
opportunity. .

TELEGRAVHS,

The completion of the Bauchi Malduguri deviation is the

principal event under this heading. Interruptions were frequent

during re-building aund sometimoes rather prolonged but the position
was realised by all concerned and no complaint was received,
Faults on this Hnes are now abnost non-existent. 1t is an excellent

-elrcuit.

The two lines Minna—-Lokoja are often in contact bat
comumunication can generally be established by disconnecting one.
I believe the Telegraph Engincer, Minna, is shortly re-regulating
his section of the route.

For eight days from 29th Mareh, 1926 to 6th April, 1926 the
Keffi-Jamaa cireuit was interrupted.

In March it was stated that the Enugu Kaduna lines would
be handed over oun the Ist of April. These lines are not yet ready
for traflic,

The number of mutilations Is still too high but an improve~
ment has been effected and operators, generally speaking, are taking
more care. Indolence and carclessness have been respousible for
more mutilations than inability to inferpres the morse signals.
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TELEPHONES.

Many serious complaints were made in connexion with the
gervice in Kaduna,  The complaints were carcfully investigated and
were found to be justificd. In some instances the faults were
traced to the operators, in others to the apparatus.  The position
is now satisiactory.

A complaint from the Kano Chamber of Commerce was
investigated and the eatter put right.

The Yaria system is now working but at Jos that stage has
not vet heen reachoed.

Sy far the Kaduna Junerion Exehange has not justified itself.

Private instalistions have boeen erceted at  Baoehi and
Muaiduguri.

Coning BveENTs,

New offices and telephone exchanges at Bukuru and Barikin
Ladi.

Postal agencies at Footua, Gusau, Kafanchan and Guodi

The transfer of Makurdi, Teumali, and Oturkpo from the
Hastern to the Northern Division.

The opening of the Kastern Railway to ordinary traffie.

A new post office at Kaduna Capital in 1927-28,

WESTERY BIVISION,
U ROPEAY HrAry.

Up to June this year the Buropean Staff in this Division
consisted of the Divisional Sureveyor, bwo Assistant Suarveyors and
one Telewraph Tnstructor. One Assistanl Surveyor was in charge
of the Central Provinee and one remained at Headguaiters to assist
the Divisionad Burveyor and inspect the oillees in the Western
Provinee,

On the 18th June Myeo .5, Moore, Assistunt Sarveyor,
procecded on leave and the Wostern Provinee was without an
Inspecting Officer.  As Howas impossible for the Divisional Surveyor
to leave Headguarters, the offices in the Western Provinces could
not be inspected antit an officer was available,

Mr, B H. Moore and Mre. 0 Toll, Assistant Suarveyors,
aturned fr leave durine Novemboer last, but o My A s !
returned from leave during November inst, but as Mr. Adams
proceeds ot leave on 28th January, and dMreo B, S Moore will
relieve him and My, Tull relicves Mr. Honsscan who proceeds on
leave and eventually retives from the Service, the vnsatisfactory
situation in the Western Provinee romains,

Arnrean Sravse,

At the commencement of the year the position of the African
stafl wasg as follows:—

CLERTUATL.
Ch. Supt. Supt. B8 Lkt LILZ  Total  Deficit.
Aunthorised —_ - 3 2 1 " R
Actual R i ‘f 2 1 5 ]
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SUBVEYING,
Ch. Supt, Seps. HLDU3 0 Ldn b 1Lin 2 Total Deficit.

Authorised —_— £ 4 62 68 180
Actual 6 35 89 51 175 5

With the commencement of the new financial year 1926 27
the authorised stall was inereased on the Burveyving side by

Ch. Supt, e pt. Mo 3 1.1x 1 foin 2 Total
! — B 12 3 149

During the vear the actual stall was abways below that of the
authoriscd, Deing as mueh as sixteen below at o certain period.
At the present moment there is still o deficit of seven.

As the School has been the enly source of supply for the
whole of Nigeria, and as the wastage throughout the country has bheen
great, the School has been unable {0 preduce safficient nambers of
eflicient telegraphists to meel the demands of this Division,

Oricms.

No new postoancd telegraph oflices have been opened but i is
anticipated that otfices will be opened at Apapa, e and Bde ere the
expiration ol this financial year. An office is contemplated at
Ashaka but owing to lack of acconunuedation 1t is extremely doubtful
i the office will matorialise for a few months,

The sub-ollices of Agenebode and Ogwashl Uku were {rans-
ferred on October last from the control of the Northern and Bastern
Divisions respectively o the econtrol of this Division.

Ondo was converted from a postal agency to a departmental
sub-office on 30th AMayv, 1926,

-

AUGENCHS,

No onew postal agency has been opened but ouve has been
sanctioned at Ifo Raibway Station and the guestion of one af Agbesi
has been raised.

So seon ags dhe sanction of the BSupervising Agent of one of
the Arms at Ashaka bas been obtained, an ageney will be epened at
that place. '

CGana-Gana Postal Ngepey was closed down on 31st October,
§926.

FNTENSION oF [3rsivEss.

Postal order business bas been  extended to Ogbomosho,
and the matter of extending suel bhusiness to [Havo is under
consideration

BUILDINGH,

Post Oflice hutldings have been crected at A pupa, e and
Ede and a new office is in the state of erveetion av Thara, Abeokuta,

The erection of the new huildings at Oshogbe and Ondo
sanctioned in the 192627 Dstimates—has not yet commenced.  The
office for Oshogbo is being held up for want of certain material from
Gireat Britain,  The delay in delivery of the material is due to the
recent coal strike.
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The question of obtaining the ground Poor of the Customs
House at Burutu has now been settied, and it is hoped that the
office will be trausferved shortiy

The new bailding at Owo was completod (Iuring April and the
transfer from the old to the new took place on 22nd of ‘uh(Lt wonth.

The buildings at Warrl, Sapele and Denin arve totally inade-
quate, and new buildings at those places are imperative.

The buildings at Hon and Akuire ave not burglar proof, and |
have arranged to have the windows protected by expanded metal.

LHUARTHRES.

Quarters lor an Assistant Surveyvor have been sanctioned at
Oshogbo but it i doubtful if the building will bhe erected within the
nresent financial year,

The quarters {orv the Bub-Postmaster at Ublaja are falling
down and at present the Sub-Postmaster is housed in one of the
Native Administration bouses. The question of crection of new
gquarters has been cone into and the District Otlicer has promised to
advise the Assisfant Surveyor as o vhe cost,

Matl SERVICES.

The extension of the Oshogho-Alure motor service to Asaba
on alternative wecks was i;rouﬁ“ixt into operation last July, and
although at the commencemoent jt did not prove a success, it has done
s0 since.

The service operates in connexion with the Up and Down
Hoat Tran.

The extension has caused an aceeleration of several days in
the delivery of the Home mails, at Benin, Asaba, Aghor and Onitsha
and gives the addressees enough time to reply by the steamer on its
I{!‘.’;Ut‘n trip to Hurope.  Kor instance, the matls for Onitsha formoerty
circulated via Minua, Baro and Lokoju, and reached their destination
one week after aveival in Lagos bal now they leave Lagos on
Thursday evening and reach Ounitsha on Saturday afterncon, five
davs earbier than formerly.

Boegides benefiting the places on the diveet route i has been
advantageous to places fod by that route such as Godo, Ado-Kkiti,
Ublaja, Auchi, Agenebode and Ogwashi-Ukuy

Previously Agencbode had only a fortoighily wservice wvia
Lokoja but it now has an aceelerated woeekly serviee via Agbor.

The service 1o Qgwashi-Uka has been revised and the runner
now neets the wotor on its outward and iward journeys at a point
on the route cight wiles from Ogwashi-Uku instead of as {ormerly
having to go into Agbor o distanee of twenty-eight miles,

A mail service between Auchi and Agenchode was insiituted
st Novemboer, 19260
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There has been no other change but the question of motor
services to [jebu-Ode and Epe rie Ibadan, and to Ubiaja- Auchi-
Agenebnde from Agboer ave under consideration.

Parern Mans,

The delay in the arrival of the parcel maill for Sapele, Benin,
Aghbor, Ubiaja and Ogwashi-Uku is still a4 sore peint, At present
such mails are conveyed to Forcados by the gea route and thence to
Sapele by lainch.,  As connection between Lagos and Foreados is
very ilrregular, a delay of three weeks or more is of frequent
occurrence, for owing to the hulliy nature of the malls, it is not
possible to put them on the Luagos-Sapele launch.

PRLEGRA S,

There has been considerable improvement in the disposal of
the telegraph trailie.  The delay which used to be so apparceot has,
except for isolated ecases. practically disappeared. 1 attribute this
to Improvement in the lines and {o the appointment of s better
class of Africans.

The vew line to Ljebu-Ode and Epe from ifbadan was opened
on oth July, and the work on the new Ondo line has commenced.

The commmunity at Ashaka and at Ase have asked for a line
to Lo ercceted to those places hut owing to the luck of funds, the
request cannot be complied with.

The Resident, Abeokuta, bas again brought up the question of
the extension of the telegraph to Iluro but nothing can be done
at present.

TELEGRAPHE SCHOOL.

There has been no difficulty so far as numbers are concerned
in procuring boys for training, but there bas been difliculty in
securing boys capable of beeoming cllicient telegraphists. 16 has
been found that boys over sixteen vears of age are not suitable, and
apphications from snuch are not now being entertained.,

I cannot pass the subject of the School by without stating
that great credit is due to Mr. Rousseau in the way the School has
been carried on.

GENERAL.

Complaints from the public have considerably diminished
which I venture to say prove that the service has been steadily
improving throaghout this Division.

An English parcel mail for Warri whilst being conveyed to
Sapele by the s, s % Shonga” was very badly damaged by smoke
and sea water through the boat catching fivre.  1n ovrder to prevent the
total destruction of the boat, it was submerged with the result that
the parcel mail was under water for several days. When the boat
was raised and the parvcel mail extracted, the majority of the parcels
were found to be so badly damaged that delivery was out of the
question. The matter of liability and compensation has not yet
been decided,

A bag of parcels was lost Detween Warri and Sapele whilst
= 1 1

being conveyed by Bakare's motor to Sapele. The contractor has

agreed 1o paying compensation.
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The following returns of undisposable  postal packebs,
parcels, ete., for 1923—1926 mayv be of interest -
bk
Tanuary-—Decembern
T T U Passers o
forepmand | PRSI pads el Vil
Number dealt with 48,027 | 19,128 408 COBT.063 0 1660 14 9%
Returned to Senders | 22237 1311 287 | 26535 ' 1559 18 5}
- | o
Unreturcable 25,690 6 =3 WA 121 t40,628 109 16 4
Revenne from sale of Dndisposable Parcels £30 T 2d.
{924
January —Decembor,
%’?)t:tm S:z“r:f P%}Toz;:eﬁ“i Parcels. Total Value
Number dealt wnth} 505500 18,768 363 - 69,681 ltlgl 17 1
Returned toSendemi 23,462 4770 237 : 2-8;169 066 16 2
Unreturnable E 27,088 | 13908 126 412120 8 01
. I ' k
Bevenue from =ale of Undisposable Parcels  £15 8. 1d,
1925
January —Ilecember,
bl Tl g Towl Ve
Number dealt with' 51,797 16960 ¢ 356 DBRAI3 L 2076 5 0
! i ! ‘
Returned to Senders 17,331 | 5,152 ¢ 283 23766 1518 0 7
! ! : H
Unretirnable ﬂ 34466 . 10,108 75 44,647 0 538 4 B
Rew enue from sale of Umha )ombi{, Par{,els £12 12+ 4d.
1926
January -—Pecember,
! FLaetters and V ; ﬁzpvr:& and ) S Y
D oPost Cards. i Packets. ! Fuarcels, { Potal, Yalue.
: ! | H ! £ & {
Number dealt with! 52662 ! 19672 361 V2805 2040 19 11
| | | 7
1 o ! N i :
Returned to Senders - 18259 I A 20 | 2322 02840 12 5
¢ x ! :
Unreturnable b 314030 13880 ! a0 483780 100 7 6

Reveunue from sale of Undisposable Parcels “H 13s. IG(E




(e1)

()

{et)

NOTES ON SPATISTICAL APPENDICES - VIL

Aprpexoix L,

Grand total receipts show an increase of £24076 or 10:6%.
The actual inerease in revenue from cash hdllfmi(ﬁfit)l}ﬁ 18
C7.104

xpenditure shows a net inerease o £6,990.

Inercase of three postal agencies. one Railway agency
and one travelling post uihu-. The sub-office at Nafada
was closed down,

Increase due to the issue of new series of 5 and 206
postage stamps.
Arepypix IL

The decrease of 82586 postal packages i Targely accounted
fur by the tack o newspapers. 368,732 fess than last Ve
having heen reccived, during the genceal strilse and. with
recard Lo parcels. o .!umg_ i trade due o the same
POAROTL

A deerease of VTR or Y i postal eorrespondence is
due to the eauses shown above.

The decrease in the nombor of pareels of L6119 ix due In
part to the general sivike and to the introduection of the
heavy parcels tartlf. There 35 an inereaxe ol £54009 in
the vatue of pareels reecived wnd CLG10 1 the inerease of
Customs duatios collectad,

An inerease of 1024 §s shown in the number of pareels
despatehoed?

APPENDIX 111
(b; A decline in money order husiness Is set off by the
merease in postal order transactions.
Avppnpix TV,
An increase in the number of postal order transactions
issued and paid. is recorded,
Arrexbpin V,
The revenue from telegrams shows an incresse of
£1.842 or 434,
AveExbpix VI
An incrcase of £442 from public telophone subscribers,
ig recorded. being an increase of 5 4%,
Arpenpix VIIL

Ineveases of 236 pole miles, 1.996 wire miles and of 89
sets of apparatus are recorded,

G. 1. BRIGHTON,

Postmaster-Cleneral,



